Ministry of Agricultureand Forestry, Finland
NB: Legally binding only in Finnish and Swedish

Forest Act
(1093/1996; amendments up to 567/2014 included)

Chapter 1 -General provisions

Section 1 -Purpose of the Act

(1) The purpose of this Act is to promote economicatyglogically and socially sustainable
management and utilisation of forests in order thatforests produce a good output in a
sustainable way while their biological diversitybising preserved.

(1085/2013)

Section 2 -Scope of application

(1) This Act applies to the management and utilisatibforests in areas classified as forestry
land. The Act is not, however, applicable:

1)

2)
3)
4)

5)
6)

7)

in protected areas established under the Natureefeation Act (1096/1996), areas
purchased by the State for nature protection perpasother State-owned areas managed
in accordance with a protection decision of Met#liiha or other authority administering
State lands;

in areas designated as protection areas undeathe Use and Building Act (132/1999);
(137/1999)

in areas referred to in the Act on Wilderness Resse(62/91) other than those specified
in section 12(1) of this Act;

in areas covered by a local detailed plan exceprieas designated for agriculture and
forestry;

in areas subject to action restriction for detapéhning purposes;

in an area covered by a master plan with legateéfircept for areas designated for
agriculture and forestry and for recreational use;

in target areas of the firing areas of the Defdrmees.

(2) In addition to this Act, the provisions laid downsgections 1, 4, 5 and 13-16 of the Antiquities
Act (295/1963), 5 a, 9, 29-35, 39, 42, 47-49, Gbabhd 57 a and in Chapter 10 of the Nature
Conservation Act or in other law shall also applyite management and utilisation of forest.
The provisions on the establishment of nature avasen areas, incorporation of areas to
nature conservation areas and protection of natooaluments are laid down in the Nature
Conservation Act.

(3) The provisions of this Act notwithstanding, damagre@s shall be removed as laid down in the
Forest Damages Prevention Act (1087/2013).

(1085/2013)
Section 2 a Definitions
(1) Inthis Act:

1)

wood harvesting means felling or cutting of trees and transpastatif wood from the
treatment area to intermediate storage;



2) regeneration felling means wood harvesting where the treatment arfeiad to result in
an open area except for the retention, seed aesliedes left, where necessary, to
produce a new tree stand;

3) intermediate felling means wood harvesting done for the purpose ofiggpthe tree
stand remaining in the area or, in addition to, tims way that promotes the creation of
new seedling material,

4) treatment area means a stand compartment or area delimited oapawhere the same
kind of felling or other forest management operatiare for the most part undertaken in
the whole area;

5) cultivation means forest regeneration by planting seedlindaldeito the site or sowing
seed suitable to the site;

6) natural regeneration means forest regeneration by means of seed oeshelés in the
treatment area or by utilising seed-producing nmafgiest;

7) forest harvester means the landowner or, where the felling riglst b@en conveyed to
another party, the holder of the felling right.

Section 3 -Changing the form of land use

(1) This Act does not prevent forestry land from beadgpted for other purposes.

(2) When the adoption of forestry land for other formisand use involves an operation for which
a permit from the authorities is required, the mns of this Act apply to the area until the
decision concerning the granting of the permitdregiged legal force, or until the authorising
body has within its competence given its consesutth an operation.

(3) If forestry land which has been notified to be aedgfor other purposes has not been adopted
for this purpose within four years of the end dlirig or other operations, the provisions of this
Act apply to the area and to the felling or otheemtions carried out in the ar¢H#85/2013)

(4) If felling or other operations referred to in sutisen 3 are found to have taken place contrary
to the provisions of this Act, consideration shwelgiven in connection with the consideration
of prosecution and assessment of remedial meastetber there has been actual intent to use
the area for other purposes and whether cancellagas resulted from unforeseeable obstacles
or reasons which could not have been prepareditbmareason.

Section 4 has been repealed by 1085/2013

1085/2013

Section 4 a +orest plan

(1) Forest plan means an up-to-date plan concerningydloel resources and status, nature values
and management and use of forests in one or sdwegat properties of the forest owner.

(2) Operations presented in the forest plan may nabbé&ary to the provisions concerning the
management and use of forests in force at thewihen the plan was prepared.

(3) A forest plan that fulfils the requirements in settson 1 above is a plan referred to in section
31 of the Act on Jointly-Owned Forests (109/2088)tion 10(1)(1) of the Act on Forest
Management Associations (534/1998) and sectioroi e Church Order of the Finnish
Orthodox Church (174/2007).

(4) Where necessary, further provisions on the updatiogtent and revision of the plan are laid
down by Government decree.

Chapter 2 -Wood harvesting and forest regeneration

(1085/2013)



Section 5 -ntermediate felling and related regeneration obligation

1)

@)

3)

(4)

Intermediate felling shall be done such a way #ifigr the intermediate felling a sufficient and
evenly distributed stand with growth potentialeft in the treatment area. Matters to be taken
into account in assessing the sufficiency of ta@dtwith growth potential to be left in
intermediate felling include the geographical lomatof the treatment area, site, method of
implementing the intermediate felling and domingtireight, which means the arithmetic mean
of the one hundred thickest trees within a hectare.

Intermediate felling involves forest regeneratidaigation if the volume and status of the
remaining stand is not sufficient for creating avretand. Regeneration obligation is fulfilled
when a seedling stand has been produced in theasigzecified in section 8.

If there is a seedling stand referred to in sed@ovithin the treatment area the area composed
of the seedling stand is not taken into accountwassessing the sufficiency of the stand in the
treatment area.

Further provisions on the sufficient status, voluané distribution of the stand with growth
potential in accordance with the method of impletimgnthe intermediate felling in different
parts of the country and different kinds of siteslaid down by Government Decree.

(1085/2013)
Section 5 a Regeneration felling and related regeneration obligation

1)

@)

3)

The termination of regeneration felling involvesdst regeneration obligation. Regeneration
felling is considered terminated when an open afeaore than 0.3 hectares has been created
in the treatment area as a result of wood hangesRegeneration obligation is fulfilled when a
seedling stand has been produced in the area eifiexphén section 8.

Regeneration obligation referred to in subsecti@abdve is not applicable in drained peatland
forests with low wood production potential where #innual stemwood growth is less than one
cubic metre per hectare. In such a case a stahdrthances biodiversity shall be left in the
treatment area. Regeneration obligation is als@pplicable in an area where a mire which
used to be open or have a thin stand or a herglageonment is restored on the basis of a plan
approved by the regional unit (hereinafter the BwyeCentre) of the Finnish Forestry Centre or
an authority.

Where necessary, further provisions on peatlandsidered having low wood production
potential and the stand to be left on these andgoiures when applying for approval for
restoration are laid down by Government Decree.

(1085/2013)
Section 5 b F€lling at special sites

1)

@)
3)

If the site where felling is to be carried out fsspecial importance in terms of the preservation
of forest biodiversity or in respect to the langszar multiple use of forests, felling may be
carried out in a manner required by the specialreatf the site.

Forest used for research, teaching or other spgerpbses may be treated in a manner required
by its purpose of use.

The operations in the treatment area implementsgeaial sites and the grounds for these
shall be presented in the forest use declaration.

(1085/2013)
Section 6 +mplementation of wood harvesting

1)

Wood harvesting shall be implemented in a way éimgtdamage to the stand left growing in
the treatment area and outside the treatment suwabided. In addition, any damage to the
terrain that weakens the growing conditions ofdtaad shall be avoided.



(2) Where necessary, further provisions on when aigreeebe considered as damaged, number of

damaged trees and damage to the terrain are laid dgp Government Decree.

(1085/2013)
Section 7 -Responsibilities of the forest harvester and planner

1)
(@)

3)

(4)

In wood harvesting and the associated operatianfotiest harvester shall ensure for his or her
own part that the provisions of this Act are comaglwith.

If there is plan for a stand marked for harvestittgched to the forest felling contract which
steers the implementation of the felling and corganformation on the planned fellings
according to method of felling and known habitdtspecial importance referred to in section
10(2) with delimitations on the map, one who prepahe plan for a stand marked for
harvesting is responsible for the compliance ofpla@ for a stand marked for harvesting with
this Act. One who prepared the plan for a stanckethfor harvesting assumes the
responsibility by signing the plan for a stand nearkor harvesting or by other certification
procedure.

Matters to be taken into account when assessinge#ponsibility of the forest harvester and
one who prepared the plan for a stand marked fmesting include whether the felling carried
out has been based on the plan for a stand maokéwhifvesting referred to in subsection 2 and
whether the forest harvester has been notifiecbitats of special importance referred to in
section 10(2) as specified in section 7 a.

Where necessary, further provisions on the comktite plan for a stand marked for
harvesting are laid down by Decree of the MinistiAgriculture and Forestry.

(1085/2013)
Section 7 a Notification obligation of the landowner and Forestry Centre

1)

@)

3)

(4)

When conveying the felling right the landowner ldiged to notify the buyer of the felling

right of any information entered to the forest dselaration on habitats of special importance

referred to in section 10(2) to be taken into actaw felling. If a representative of the

landowner gives the forest use declaration, a amnibtification obligation applies to the

representative.

The Forestry Centre shall notify the landownerrespntative of the landowner known to it

and holder of the felling right immediately if arést use declaration has been submitted to the

Forestry Centre where in the treatment area dsinicinity there is or it is concerned by one of

the following, known to the Forestry Centre:

1) a habitat of special importance referred to inisact0(2);

2) decision concerning the occurrence of a speciesrsidct protection or a protected
habitat referred to in the Nature Conservation Act;

3) areaincluded in the Natura 2000 network; or

4) other similar site based on a decision submittedrbguthority.

The Forestry Centre shall notify the Centre for itaic Development, Transport and the

Environment immediately of a forest use declaratidvas received if a decision referred to in

paragraph 2 or 3 of subsection 2 applies to ttertrent area concerned in the declaration or

part of it.

The landowner or his or her representative shaifynithve holder of the felling right of

information referred to in subsection 2 receivexhfrthe Forestry Centre.

(1085/2013)
Section 8 Fulfilling the regeneration obligation



1)

(@)

3)
(4)

()

The forest regeneration obligation has been fatfilvhen a seedling stand has been produced
in the treatment area no later than 10-25 yeans the termination of the wood harvesting
which gave rise to the obligation, depending ongbegraphical location of the area. A
seedling stand is considered to have been produied it is sufficiently dense, the seedlings
are evenly distributed, their average height is@ebres, and their development is not
immediately threatened by other vegetation.

The regeneration may be implemented by cultivadionatural regeneration. Where necessary,
any trees and shrubs that may hinder the growtheo$eedling stands shall be cleared in
connection with the regeneration, excessive graitiy and grasses shall be prevented, soil
surface shall be treated and water economy shakée to. Where necessary, in addition to the
afore-mentioned establishment operations, suppleaneplanting of seedlings or sowing and
other after-treatment shall be seen to. When usattigral regeneration the preconditions must
exist for seedlings to appear and grow in the tneat area.

The establishment operations to produce a seesliamgl shall be completed within three years
from the termination of the wood harvesting whietve rise to the obligation.

If restrictions on operations concerning foresey is a landscape work permit referred to in
the Land Use and Building Act targeted to an anmedeu paragraphs 4-6 of section 2(1) are
such that compliance with these does not allovulid the forest regeneration obligation under
this Act, this Act is considered to have been caetplWwith. The obligation referred to in
subsection 1 above lapses if no seedling standbbas produced in the area in spite of
operations that are to be considered reasonable.

Further provision on the time limits for produciagseedling stand referred to in subsection 1
according to the geographical location and conaigtifor natural regeneration are laid down by
Government Decree. Provisions on a sufficient dgmdia seedling stand and other assessment
criteria, operations that are to be considereceasanable for producing a seedling stand and
operations for establishing a seedling stand ofergifit kinds of sites are also laid down by
Government Decree.

(1085/2013)
Section 8 a dree speciesto be used in forest regeneration

1)

@)

3)

In forest regeneration referred to in section &dgve a seedling stand may be established with
seedlings or seed of pine, spruce, silver birghemasSiberian larch, maple, common alder, oak,
European white elm, Scotch elm, littleleaf lindash and hybrid aspen suitable as regards their
origin and the site. A seedling stand may be eistaddi with seedlings or seed of downy birch
only in peatland, paludified sections of mineralssand compact soils dominated by clay or
silt. In other sites downy birch may be used asppementary tree species depending on its
site and the geographical location of the area.

If a seedling stand is established with tree sgeaiieer than those listed in subsection 1, a
sufficient account shall be given in the forest dselaration on their usability for being grown
and suitability of their origin with regard to thenditions in the area to be regenerated.

Further provisions on the use of downy birch asgpkementary tree species are issued by
Government Decree.

(1085/2013)
Section 9 -Responsibility for the regeneration obligation

1)
@)

The landowner shall fulfil the regeneration obligatlaid down in section 8.
When the right of ownership of a real estate oep#rea is transferred, the regeneration
obligation under section 8 is transferred to the oener.



(3) To the extent that the right of possession, rightse or other special right concerning a real
estate or other area which includes the right toyaaut a regeneration felling is held by a party
other than the landowner, the responsibility fdfilfing the regeneration obligation also rests
with the holder of such right, unless otherwisesadron or required, or unless there are special
reasons considering the prevailing conditions wliy ieasonable to place the obligation on the
landowner in lieu of the holder of such right. Whka landowner has conveyed only the forest
felling right, fulfilling the regeneration obligatn rests with the landowner.

Chapter 3 -Safeguarding the biodiversity of forests

(1085/2013)

Section 10 Preserving biodiversity and habitats of special importance

(1) Forests shall be managed and used in such a midwatéine general conditions for the
preservation of habitats important for the bioladjidiversity of forests are safeguarded.

(2) Habitats of special importance in terms of biodstgrare sites in their natural or semi-natural
state which can be clearly distinguished from threainding forest nature. The characteristic
features of such sites include:

1) the immediate surroundings of springs, brooks,|etauconstituting a permanent water
flow channel, and ponds of less than 0.5 hectates®& characteristic features include
the special growing conditions and microclimate thuthe closeness of water and tree
and shrub layer;

2) the following mire habitats listed in points a—eamdrthe shared characteristic feature is
the natural or semi-natural water economy:

a) herb-rich and grassy hardwood-spruce swamps wherehiaracteristic features
include luxuriant and demanding vegetation, uneaged stand and shrub vegetation;

b) unbroken hardwood-spruce swamps with wood horsataiicloudberry where the
characteristic features include uneven-aged tia@sl @nd dominance of uniform
wood horsetail or cloudberry vegetation;

c) fens where the characteristic features includeenttrich soil, very little of tree stand
and demanding vegetation;

d) wasteland and scrubland swamps with very little stand; and

e) flood meadows where the characteristic featurdsidiecuneven-aged deciduous tree
stand or shrub vegetation and permanent impacirtdce waters;

3) luxurious herb-rich forest patches where the charestic features include herb-rich
forest soil, demanding vegetation and natural oris&tural state tree stand and shrub
vegetation;

4) heathland forest islets located in undrained peddar peatlands where the natural water
economy has for the most part remained unchanged;

5) gorges and ravines in the bedrock or furrowed inaral soil with steep slopes, as a rule
more than 10 metres deep where the charactemstiares include a typical vegetation
deviating from the other surroundings;

6) steep bluffs as a rule more than 10 metres hightanébrest lying directly underneath;

7) sandy soils, exposed bedrock and boulder fields \witver wood production potential
than in heathland forest with extremely barren aiére the characteristic features
include a sparse tree stand.

(3) The habitats of special importance referred talimsgction 2 are small in area or have little
significance for forestry purposes. The provisionsection 11 are taken into account when
assessing the economic value of a habitat.



(4) Where necessary, further provisions concerning mia¢ural or semi-natural state and
characteristic features of habitats of special irgrece are laid down by Government Decree.

(1085/2013)

Section 10 a General principles for treatment of habitats and prohibited operations

(1) In habitats of special importance referred to ictis@ 10(2) above cautious management and
utilisation operations may be undertaken wherechi@acteristic features of the habitats are
preserved or reinforced. In the operations theiape@ter economy, stand structure, old hold-
over trees and dead and decaying trees shall bergesl and the vegetation, variability of the
terrain and the soil type shall be taken into antou

(2) Management and utilisation operations that reirddhe characteristic features include
systematic nature management operations and opesdt restore the site to its natural state.
Management and utilisation operations that presrwe&haracteristic features include cautious
fellings by picking individual trees, digging obisited patches with a hoe and planting of
seedlings of trees that belong to the native ftdr@inland and sowing seed of such trees.
When exercising special caution timber may be prarted in habitats of special importance
and a channel of a brook may be crossed if this doeendanger the preservation of the
characteristic features.

(3) Action that may not be taken in habitats of speiondortance include regeneration felling,
forest road construction, treatment of soil surfdied may damage vegetation characteristic to
the site, ditch drainage, cleaning of brooks andleits and use of chemical pesticides.

(1085/2013)

Section 10 b Freatment of specific habitats

(1) In habitats of special importance referred to irageaphs 1 and 2 of section 10(2) above
cautious fellings by picking individual trees mag/ lindertaken which preserve the stand in its
natural or semi-natural state in a way that thena&br semi-natural water economy of the
habitat does not change.

(2) In luxuriant herb-rich forest patches the structfréhe stand in the habitat shall be preserved
so that only cautious fellings by picking individiigees are undertaken in connection with the
management and utilisation operations.

(3) No wood harvesting may be done in steep bluffstaadorest lying directly underneath.

(4) In sandy soils, exposed bedrock and boulder fieddsious fellings by picking individual trees
may be undertaken so that the old as well as deddecaying trees are preserved.

(5) Where necessary, further provisions on the preservaf the stand structure and layers,
viability of the shrub layer and soil water econoimyhe area of habitats of special importance
referred to in section 10(2) are laid down by Gaweent Decree.

(1085/2013)

Section 11 -Derogation

(1) If fulfilling the obligations or complying with theestrictions referred to in sections 10 a and 10
b cause a reduction in forest yield or other finainoss or harm which is not minimal to the
landowner or holder of the right of possessiontbepsuch special right, the Forestry Centre
shall, upon application by the landowner or holafethe special right, grant a derogation
allowing to carry out management or utilisation i@ens in a way that the loss to the party
concerned remains minimal.

(2) The loss is considered minimal if the financiallasused by restrictions on the use of sites
under section 10 is less than four percent of gieevof the marketable stand of the party



3)

(4)

applying for the derogation in the forest propéntyhich the treatment area is located, or less
than 3,000 euros.

However, a derogation may not be granted if envitental aid under the legislation
concerning the financing of sustainable forestrgthierwise sufficient support from State
funds has been granted or will be granted for fhexation in question. If the financial loss is
greater than minimal and the need for a derogai@omot be avoided by means of
environmental aid, the habitat of special imporeareferred to in section 10(2) shall be treated
in a way that its most valuable part is preserved.

Further provisions on determining the value ofriterketable stand are laid down by
Government Decree.

Chapter 4 Timberline forests and protection zones

(1085/2013)
Section 12 +orest management in timberline forests

1)

(@)

3)

By Government Decree an area where preservatitredbrest is necessary to prevent the
retreat of the timberline may be designated asibdrline forest area. In a timberline forest
area, special caution must be exercised in the geamant and utilisation of forest in order that
the operations do not cause retreat of the timeerkurther provisions on the management and
utilisation or forest and monitoring of regeneratio timberline forest area may also be issued
by Government Decree. Landowners, the relevant oipality and other authorities shall be
heard prior to the issue of the Government Dedneaddition, prior to the issue of the
Government Decree negotiations shall be held wghSami Parliament as specified in the
Sami Parliament Act (974/1995).

If required by specific local circumstances the iliry of Agriculture and Forestry may restrict
or completely prohibit the acquisition of wood favusehold use in a timberline forest area.
Compensation in accordance with the felling valiighe stand shall be paid to the landowner
or holder of the right of possession or other ssfécial right for restrictions on the acquisition
of wood for household use. No compensation shatldié to Metsahallitus or other holder of
the land property of the State. The compensatignasted by the Forestry Centre upon
application.

It is the task of the Natural Resources Institutgaad, with assistance from the Forestry
Centre, to monitor the regeneration of timberlioeeét areas567/2014)

(1085/2013)
Section 13 Protection zones

1)

If the preservation of a forest for the protectadrsettlements or cultivated areas on islands or
shores along the coast or in inland waters thahigidy exposed to the wind or on high slopes
or steep bluffs or to prevent landslides callsnimre severe restrictions on forest use than laid
down in this Act, the Ministry of Agriculture andFestry may decide on the designation of
small, the most vulnerable areas in regard to praten of forest and its sheltering effect as
protection zones and include regulations on fargksation necessary for preserving the forest
to be allowed in the protection zones. The pargésrred to in section 12(1) shall be heard
before the issue of the decision.

Chapter 5 -Supervision and sanctions

(1085/2013)
Section 14 +orest use declaration (1224/1998)



1)

(@)

3)

(4)

()

(6)

The landowner or holder of the right of possessioather such special right or a party
authorised by this shall make a forest use dedaar#d the Forestry Centre concerning the
intended intermediate felling, regeneration fellifedling to be carried out due to forest
damage and other felling in the treatment area@adment of habitats of special importance
referred to in section 10 (2). In the case of miediate felling the implementation method shall
be declared by individual compartments. In the cdsegeneration felling the method of
regeneration shall also be declared. In the caalioiy due to forest damage the cause of
damage shall also be declared.
However, forest use declaration need not be madkeofollowing fellings unless they are
targeted to a habitat of special importance refietoen section 10(2):
1) felling for household use;
2) felling of small-sized tree stand,;
3) felling in the margin zones of power lines andwals or felling for a ditch, water pipe

or sewer line or felling of small areas of a roaléctricity or other similar line.
The declaration is considered to have been suldhiitéhe Forestry Centre when it has arrived
at an office of the Forestry Centre or when thdatation or corresponding information has
been delivered to an official of the Forestry Cenirhe forest use declaration shall be revised
before the implementation of the operation if thiéirig method or treatment area changes
significantly from that declared earlier. One fanese declaration may contain several different
treatment areas.
A declaration shall be submitted no later thandays and no sooner than three years before
felling or other operation is started. The Fore§entre may grant a derogation from the above
time limits upon application.
If it is a question of forest damage that has cdussgnificant damage in the living stand, the
application for a derogation from the time limits fmaking the forest use declaration laid
down in subsection 4 is not required, unlessdt gaiestion of a habitat of special importance
referred to in section 10(2). In such a case timeadged area shall be shown to the Forestry
Centre and, for the most part, trees in the treatraeea that were felled or damaged or which
died due to the forest damage shall be harvested.
Further provisions on the felling of small-sizedrst are laid down by Government Decree.
Provisions on the declaration of the treatmentatifitats of special importance referred to in
section 10(2) in the forest use declaration andratiformation to be declared in the said
declaration are laid down by Decree of the MinisthAgriculture and Forestry.

Section 14 a has been repeal ed by 1085/2013

(1478/2009)
Section 14 b Procedure for declaration concerning flying squirrel

1)

If a forest use declaration received by the FoyeSentre concerns a breeding and resting site
of flying squirrel referred to in the document delied to the Forestry Centre by the Centre for
Economic Development, Transport and the EnvironirteetForestry Centre shall immediately
notify the Centre for Economic Development, Transpmd the Environment, landowner and
the known representative of the landowner and hatithe felling right of this.

(1085/2013)
Section 14 ¢ -Advance information concerning a habitat of special importance

1)

Prior to felling or other treatment of forest thendlowner or holder of the felling right
authorised by the landowner may apply to the Foré&dentre for advance information relating
to the forest use declaration on whether the siteeerned is a habitat of special importance



(@)

3)

10

referred to in section 10(2) and whether the dedldreatment of forest is in accordance with
section 10 a and 10 b.

The Forestry Centre shall comply with the advaméermation it has given when supervising
the compliance with this Act. The advance informatshall be complied with as long as the
launch of felling or other operation is possible thhe grounds of a forest use declaration
referred to in subsection 1.

An application concerning advance information sballprocessed as urgent, with due account
for the circumstances. If felling or other treatmef forest referred to in the forest use
declaration is started on the site concerned iragipdication before the advance information is
given, the processing of the matter lapses. Fupharisions on the information to be given in
the application may be laid down by Decree of thei8fry of Agriculture and Forestry.

(1085/2013)
Section 15 -Negotiation obligation

1)

@)

If there is reasonable cause to suspect thatdediirother operation which has been planned,
initiated or implemented is contrary to this Actpsovisions issued under it or that a seedling
stand referred to in section 8 could not be prodwadter regeneration felling in a way stated in
the forest use declaration, the Forestry Centrk siado negotiate with the landowner or the
holder of the right of possession or other sucltigpeght and, where necessary, with the
holder of the forest felling right in order to bgiabout the necessary changes. The landowner
shall present a plan of the remedial measures rggprest of the Forestry Centre.

Where necessary, further provisions on the comktite plan to be requested from the
landowner are laid down by Government Decree.

(315/2007)
Section 16 Prohibition of treatment

1)

(@)

3)

If negotiations referred to in section 15 havestatted for reasons beyond the control of the
Forestry Centre or the negotiations have failedtheck is reasonable cause to suspect that the
felling or other operation which has been planmgitiated or implemented is contrary to this
Act or provisions issued under it, the Finnish Agiefor Rural Affairs may, upon proposal by
the Forestry Centre, prohibit the operation forratefinite or specified time period.

Prohibition of treatment may also be issued iffdrest use declaration has not been submitted
within the time limit specified in section 14.085/2013)

Prohibition of treatment is issued to the exter@rded necessary. The written decision
concerning prohibition of treatment shall be brdugrthe attention of the landowner and
holder of the forest felling right or other spedaight without delay. The Finnish Agency for
Rural Affairs may, upon proposal by the Forestryite enforce its decision with a notice of a
conditional fine, to which the Act on Conditionatposition of a Fine applies (1113/90). In the
decision it may be provided that the decision shaltomplied with in spite of appeal, unless
otherwise provided by the appellate authority.

The Finnish Agency for Rural Affairs shall remo¥we tprohibition of treatment if the grounds
for the prohibition cease to exist.

(315/2007)
Section 16 a Femporary prohibition of treatment

1)

If the conditions for a prohibition of treatmentewed to in section 16(1) are fulfilled and there
are weighty reasons for this, the Forestry Centig issue a temporary prohibition of felling or
other operation for the maximum period of 30 days.
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(2) Temporary prohibition of treatment is issued todReent deemed necessary. The written
decision concerning temporary prohibition of treatrinshall be brought to the attention of the
landowner and holder of the forest felling rightotiner special right and the Finnish Agency
for Rural Affairs without delay. The decision conuag temporary prohibition of treatment
shall be complied with in spite of appeal, unletbeovise provided by the appellate authority.

(3) Temporary prohibition of treatment shall be subeditto the Finnish Agency for Rural Affairs
for decision without delay and within no more tha weeks. The prohibition lapses if the
Finnish Agency for Rural Affairs has not issued deeision referred to in section 16 or
maintained the temporary prohibition of treatmeithim 30 days from the issue of the
prohibition.

(4) The Forestry Centre shall remove the temporaryipitddn of treatment if the grounds for the
prohibition cease to exist.

Section 17 has been repealed by 1085/2013

(520/2002, 552/2004)
Section 18 +orest offence and forest infringement
(1) The punishment for a forest offence is laid dowRmapter 48 a, section 3 of the Penal Code
(39/1889).
(2) One who deliberately or through gross negligence
1) neglects the forest use declaration laid down atice 14 or submits the declaration after
the set time limit;

2) violates the provision on wood harvesting in setBor a provision issued under it;

3) violates the provision concerning the establishnoéiat new tree stand in section 8 or a
provision issued under it;

4) carries out a management or utilisation operatwgeted at a habitat of special
importance in terms of forest biodiversity refertedn section 10(2) contrary to section
10 a or 10 b or a provision issued under sectiob @Owithout a permit or contrary to a
permit condition; or

5) prepares a plan for a stand marked for harvesgifegred to in section 7 that is contrary
to the provisions of this Act and under which wdaalvesting is carried out

shall be sentenced to a fine forest infringement, unless a more severe punishment is laid

down in other law.

(1085/2013)

(3) Unless a more severe punishment is laid down ierdéw, one who deliberately or through
gross negligence violates the provision concerfongstry in timberline forests in section 12(1
or 2) or a regulation of the Ministry of Agriculeiand Forestry issued under section 12(3) or
section 13 and the infringement is a minor onel sitsb be sentenced for forest infringement.

(552/2004)

Section 18 a Preventing forest felling

(1) One who with the intent of disturbing forest fedfisarried out in accordance with this Act is
unlawfully present within the immediate surroundiraj a felling site when the felling is under
way so that the felling is prevented shall be swred to a fine fopreventing forest felling,
unless a more severe punishment is laid down ierdéuw.

(881/2001)
Section 19 Forfeiture
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The provisions laid down in Chapter 10, sectiori the Penal Code apply to forfeiture to the
State of the financial benefit arising from an offe referred to in section 18 above. Costs of
remedial measures referred to in section 20 areaded from the financial benefit to be
forfeited.

In addition, the provisions laid down in Chapterai@he Penal Code apply, as appropriate.

Section 20 -Remedial measures

1)

(@)

3)

(4)

One who treats a forest contrary to the provislaisdown in section 5, 5a, 5b, 10 aor 10 b,
or 12(1 or 2), or the provisions issued under tloggbe regulations issued under section 13, or
neglects the obligation concerning the establishiraka new tree stand, is obliged to remove
the effects of the illegal operations or to restbeeoriginal conditions to an extent that is
possible at reasonable cost. If the regeneratitigation laid down in section 8 has not been
fulfilled, the party concerned shall implement tiexessary new establishment operations or
other after-treatment as the remedial meag@85/2013)

If agreement concerning the remedial measuresregféo in subsection 1 is not reached
between the Forestry Centre and the party concemnidhe said party does not comply with a
contract concerning their implementation, the Bhrigency for Rural Affairs may, upon
proposal by the Forestry Centre, oblige the pavtycerned to carry out the necessary measures.
The Finnish Agency for Rural Affairs may enforce dtecision with a notice of a conditional
fine or notice of enforced compliance at the cdshe said party. The Finnish Agency for

Rural Affairs may also decide that the Forestryt@eoarries out or commissions the necessary
measures at the cost of the said party. The A€amditional Imposition of a Fine applies to
the notice of a conditional fine and notice of enéml compliancg315/2007)

If a party other than the party concerned owngéhaéestate or is authorised to make decisions
concerning the matter by virtue of a special rigfne, consent of this party to the contract
concerning remedial measures shall be obtaingle llandowner or holder of a special right
does not give its consent that the Finnish AgencyRiural Affairs may oblige the party which
violated the law to carry out the necessary meastie Finnish Agency for Rural Affairs may,
upon proposal by the Forestry Centre, decide Hefgency or the Forestry Centre carries out
or commissions the necessary measures at thefdbst aid party. The costs incurred in
carrying out the measures are paid in advance 8tate funds and the Finnish Agency for
Rural Affairs may recover them from the party caneel through execution as laid down in the
Act on the Enforcement of Taxes and Charges (7@g/2Q1L085/2013)

If the misdemeanour is a minor one, the proceedimag be dropped.

Section 21 Right of lien

1)

@)

In cases where the costs relating to commissiathiegindertaking of operations concerning
the establishment of a new tree stand referred section 20(2) are paid from State funds and
when the responsibility for ensuring the establishtrof a new tree stand rests with the owner
of the real estate for the benefit of whom the apens are performed, the real estate is lodged
as a security for the repayment of the said costise State, as laid down in Chapter 20 of the
Land Code (540/95).

The Forestry Centre may give its consent to a ahangvithdrawal of registration for the part

of real estate formed by partitioning from the restiate lodged as security. Consent may only
be given if the recovery of the State receivableosendangered owing to the termination of
the right of lien.

(822/2010)
Section 21 a Executive assistance by the police
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(1) Where necessary, the police is obliged to providEetive assistance in matters concerning
the enforcement of this Act and supervision of chamge with it.

(822/2010)

Section 22 -Report to the police

(1) If the Forestry Centre has probable cause to sufipeica deed of neglect referred to in section
18 has taken place, it shall report the mattehéopolice for preliminary investigation. The
reporting may, however, be waived if the deed @lew is a minor one considering the
circumstances and the public interest does notnefurther investigation of the matter.
(822/2010)

(2) The Forestry Centre shall be given the opportunitye heard in the pre-trial investigation and
in the court of first instance in a matter on whilksh Forestry Centre has filed notification of
prosecution.

Chapter 6 -Miscellaneous provisions

(1085/2013)

Section 23 -Appeal

(1) A decision of the Forestry Centre and Finnish Ageioc Rural Affairs under this Act may be
appealed to the Administrative Court as laid dowthe Administrative Judicial Procedure Act
(586/1996), unless otherwise provided elsewhetkignAct. The competent Administrative
Court is the Administrative Court in whose judiai$trict most of the forestry land concerned
is located.

(2) In addition to the provisions on appeal laid dowparately, the Forestry Centre has the right to
appeal a decision of the Finnish Agency for Ruriaidls made under this Act if the decision of
the Finnish Agency for Rural Affairs deviates froine proposal of the Forestry Centre.

(3) A decision of the Administrative Court may only dygpealed if the Supreme Administrative
Court grants a leave to appeal. The Forestry Cémaisehe right to appeal a decision of the
Administrative Court if the Administrative Court$iahanged or repealed a decision of the
Forestry Centre or Finnish Agency for Rural Affairs

(1085/2013)

Section 23 a Exemption of certain operations from charges

(1) By way of derogation from the provisions laid doimrsection 26 of the Act on the Finnish
Forestry Centre (418/2011), the forest use dedteraind the advance information on a habitat
of special importance referred to in section 1@fZhis Act are free of charge.

Section 24 -Seering and supervision of implementation
(1) The ministry competent in forestry matters is resiiole for the steering and supervision of the
enforcement of this Act.

(1085/2013)

Section 25 Jasks of the Finnish Forestry Centre

(1) The Finnish Forestry Centre supervises the comgiavith this Act.

(2) The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry has thghti to issue further provisions to the Finnish
Forestry Centre on the technical procedures toempht the supervision of the compliance
with this Act.
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(3) With respect to planned areas or areas that dre pdanned, the Finnish Forestry Centre shall
engage in sufficient cooperation with the munidipzd in order to reconcile the objectives of
this Act and those of the Land Use and Building. Act

(1085/2013)

Section 25 a €ollection of Sate receivables

(1) A State receivable laid down in this Act may beorared directly by execution. Provisions on
its recovery are laid down in the Act on the Enémnent of Taxes and Charges.

(2) A State receivable based on this Act is recoveyeith®d Finnish Agency for Rural Affairs. If
State funds to be recovered or part of these dreepaid within the set time limit, an interest
for late payment according to the interest raterrefl to in section 4 of the Interest Act
(633/1982) is collected on the capital to be paifram the due date of each instalment.

(1085/2013)

Section 26 National and regional forest programme

(1) The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry prepareNational Forest Programme in cooperation
with other ministries and parties representingftinest sector and other relevant stakeholders.
The objective of the programme is to promote dieerse of forests and welfare derived from
these in line with the principle of sustainable @epment. The Ministry monitors the
implementation of the programme and, where necgssafises it.

(2) The Forestry Centre prepares a regional forestranogie in its own territory and monitors its
implementation. The programme is revised, wheresgary. When preparing the programme
the Forestry Centre shall cooperate with partipsesenting the forest sector and other relevant
stakeholders. The programme contains the genejedtokes for sustainable forest
management, objectives to be set for operatiomsresf to in the legislation on the financing of
sustainable forestry and their financing as weltheseral objectives to be set for the
development of forestry in the region. No informatshall be included in the programme that
is to be specified as concerning an individual soproperty.

(3) Where necessary, further provisions on the conpeaparation, time limits and revision as
well as impact assessment of a regional forestranoge are laid down by Government
Decree. Where necessary, further provisions omih@toring of a regional forest programme
may be laid down by Decree of the Ministry of Agilicire and Forestry.

Chapter 7 Entry into force and transitional provisions

Section 27 Entry into force

(1) This Act enters into force on 1 January 1997.

(2) This Act repeals the following acts, with subsedquenendments:
(1) Acton Private Forests (412/67) of 15 Septembei7 186d
(2) Acton Timberline Forests (196/22) of 11 August 292

(3) Measures necessary for the implementation of thisvay be undertaken before the entry into
force of the Act.

Section 28 Transitional provisions concerning the Act on Private Forests
(1) However, provisions laid down in the Act on Privatarests to be repealed apply to the fellings
completed before the entry into force of this Asfallows:
1) the obligation to regenerate forest after felliaterred to in sections 1 and 2 of the Act
on Private Forests continues as laid down in tbeigions in force before the entry into
force of this Act;



2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)
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the Forestry Centre may obligate a defaulter obthlgyation referred to in subsection 1
or another one who has acted contrary to the A&rorate Forests to undertake the
remedial measures referred to in section 20 ofAbtsin such a case the provisions laid
down in the Act on Private Forests apply, as apaitgy to the inspection; however, in
cases where the felling was completed in 1982 iee#he Forestry Centre cannot
obligate to undertake the said measures but thgatioin referred to in the Act on

Private Forests lapses; the obligation also lappsesagreement referred to in section
20(2, 3) of this Act has not been concluded abloeirémedial measures by a date laid
down by decree or if the Forestry Centre has rsoieid a decision on remedial measures
referred to in section 20(2) of the Act or initidteeasures referred to in section 20(3) by
the said date;

the Act on Private Forests applies to obligaticssoaiated with forest protection orders
and agreements referred to in the Act on Privategtse which concern operations
involving the restoration of forests or establisitrend ensuring a new stand; forest
protection orders referred to in the regulationd agreements in question lapse when
this Act enters into force;

matters concerning the destruction of forest pemdpon the entry into force of this Act
are settled in accordance with the Act on Privatests if legal proceedings referred to
in section 10(2) of the Act on Private Forests haeen initiated in a District Court or if
the Forestry Board or, from 1 March 1996, the RoyeSentre has issued a felling
prohibition by the virtue of section 5 of the Act Brivate Forests or temporarily placed a
forest under a protection order before the enty force of this Act; however, after the
entry into force of this Act forest is not protett&rough a protection order or protection
agreement; the provisions of the Act on PrivateeBtsr apply to actions which violate the
felling prohibition; instead of forfeiture referred in section 12(2) of the Act on Private
Forests, forfeiture referred to in section 19 af thct may, however, be imposed in cases
where the application of the latter section has $&vere consequences in respect of the
party concerned;

in cases where the provisions of the Act on Privateests Act are to be applied as laid
down in subsections 1-4, the Forestry Centre sbalinue to maintain the lists referred
to in section 11 of the Act on Private Forests hoch the provisions laid down in section
11(2) apply;

if notification of felling carried out before thatey into force of this Act has not been
made as required in the Act on Private Forestsingshment laid down in the Act on
Private Forests is imposed;

forest use declaration is not required for feltmgich has been initiated before the entry
into force of this Act and is completed by the datevided by decree, if a felling
notification referred to in section 7(1) of the Axt Private Forests has been given, or if
the felling operation is in accordance with a fajliand regeneration plan referred to in
the said section of the Act; and

the provisions of this Act apply after the entrjoifiorce of this Act to felling and forest
regeneration irrespective of a felling and reget@mgplan approved or forest
management plan inspected as referred to in se2{®)rof the Act on Private Forests.

(1224/1998)
Section 28 a Right of lien relating to the transitional provisions concerning the Act on Private

Forests

(1) When the Forestry Centre obliges one who has adpttary to the Act on Private Forests to
undertake remedial measures as referred to iroee28(2) and the costs incurred are paid from
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the State funds, the real estate constitutes theisefor the repayment of the costs as referred
to in section 21, if the obligation rests with tvner of the real estate to whose benefit the
measures concerned are undertaken. The ForesttyeQmay also give the consent to the
change or removal of registration referred to ictisa 21.

Section 29 Other transitional provisions
(1) The provisions laid down in the Act on Timberlinerésts to be repealed apply to fellings

carried out before the entry into force of this Actimberline forest area and protection zone
referred to in the Act on Timberline Forests, exdepthe penal provisions. Instead of the
forfeiture referred to in section 10(3) of the saal the forfeiture referred to in section 19 of
this Act may be imposed where the application efl#iter section has less severe
consequences in respect of the party concerned.

1085/2013

1)
@)

3)

(4)

()

This Act enters into force on 1 January 2014.

The provisions in force upon the entry into foréehis Act apply to the time limits of forest
use declarations given before the entry into farfddis Act.

However, obligation under section 8 applies tariglinitiated before the entry into force of
this Act and the related regeneration obligatibnedeneration felling was started before 2011,
however, the legislation in force in 2010 appli@shte completion of the establishment
operations related to regeneration.

Section 25(2) applies to the costs relating toasiten made after the entry into force of this
Act on enforced compliance referred to in secti@rc@ncerning a felling carried out before the
entry into force of this Act and the related regatien operations.

Measures necessary for the implementation of tbisay be undertaken before the entry into
force of the Act.



