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PART A Key changes  

1 Changes to the previous version of the regulation governing 
amateur radio stations and their use 

Section 4 of the Regulation on licence holders has been changed by 

removing the requirement stating that a legal person's aim shall be to 
pursue amateur radio activities to be able to grant the legal person an 

amateur radio licence. As a result of the change, a legal person may be 
granted an amateur radio licence provided that the supervisor of the legal 

person’s amateur radio station holds a proficiency certificate referred to in 
section 265 of the Act on Electronic Communication Services.  

The basis for the change is that to ensure compliance with provisions, 
regulations and licence conditions on amateur radio communication, it is 

sufficient that the supervisor of the legal person’s amateur radio station has 
a proficiency certificate and proficiency required by law. The requirement 

that the legal person's aim shall be to pursue amateur radio activities has 
no direct and clear connection to the objective of this Regulation and it 
does not substantially promote the objective of the Regulation. 

Furthermore, application of the requirement has given rise to too many 
interpretations in some cases. The relationship between the requirement 

and the conditions for granting a radio licence on the basis of judicial 
consideration, which are provided in section 41 of the Act on Electronic 
Communication Services, is also problematic.   

Section 5(2) of the Regulation has been changed in comparison to previous 
version 6 J of the Regulation so that the supervisor of an amateur radio 
station requiring a special licence shall have a proficiency certificate of 

general or technical class. The requirement for the supervisor’s proficiency 
is thus applied to such amateur repeater station referred to in point a of the 

same section which is not in immediate supervision of the licence holder. In 
connection to this change, a transitional provision has been added as 
subsection 2 in section 18 of the Regulation stating that the higher 

requirement shall not be applied to a supervisor of an amateur repeater 
station that has been notified to the Finnish Regulatory Communications 

Agency (FICORA) or the Finnish Transport and Communications Agency 
before the Regulation entered into force. 
 

Section 8 of the Regulation on the prohibition of encryption has been 
changed by permitting the encryption of two new special forms of amateur 

radio communication. Based on the change, control signals between a 
satellite's earth command station and the satellite intended for amateur 
radio activities may be encrypted. The change is based on the article of the 

International Telecommunication Union’s Radio Regulations concerning the 
permissibility of encrypting amateur radio communication (RR25.2A). 

Control signals of an amateur radio station which is not in immediate 
supervision of the supervisor and the possession and use of which requires 
a special amateur radio station licence may also be encrypted. Before, 

section 8 of the Regulation only permitted encryption of the part of the 
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message that verifies the sender and the integrity of the message in 
amateur radio communication. 

 
The supervisor’s duties at an amateur radio station and amateur repeater 

station of an association are specified section 13. An association’s amateur 
radio station and station requiring a special licence must have a designated 
supervisor whose duty is to see that the amateur radio activities comply 

with the provisions on radio communication. The supervisor must 
immediately cut off the transmission of the station if the provisions or radio 

licence conditions are not complied with.  
 
Furthermore, several provisions of the Regulation have been changed due 

to the agency reform in the administrative branch of the Ministry of 
Transport and Communications and related legislation that entered into 

force on 1 January 2019 so that FICORA and the Finnish Transport Safety 
Agency (Trafi) have been replaced with the Finnish Transport and 
Communications Agency. On the same grounds, the Regulation has been 

changed from FICORA's Regulation to the Finnish Transport and 
Communications Agency's Regulation. As a technical legal amendment, 

references to the Information Society Code (917/2014) have been 
corrected to references to the Act on Electronic Communication Services, 
which is the new title of the same Act as from 1 June 2018. 

 
 

2 Change history  

The first version of the Regulation entered into force in 2002. It was issued 
by FICORA by virtue of the Radio Act, which entered into force as from the 

beginning of the year. The Regulation that now enters into force is issued 
by the Finnish Transport and Communications Agency by virtue of the Act 

on Electronic Communications Services and it is the twelfth version of the 
Regulation. 

 

Chapter 1 General provisions 

This chapter covers the obligations referred to in chapter 1 of the 
Regulation. 

Section 1 Objective of the Regulation 

The Regulation has two main objectives. It aims at promoting interference-
free radio communication as regulations in the field of spectrum 
management usually do. Another, special objective of this Regulation is to 

promote the purposes of practising amateur radio communication defined 
in section 3(13) of the Act on Electronic Communications Services. 

Under the above-mentioned section of law, amateur radio communication 

means: "radio communication using amateur radio stations carried out 
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among themselves by persons who have demonstrated adequate 
proficiency for the purpose of self-training, intercommunication or radio-

technical experimentation and without seeking financial benefit". This 
means that the Regulation aims at promoting these three purposes of 

practising amateur radio communication referred to in the Act. 

Section 2 Scope of application 

The Regulation contains provisions on the structure of amateur radio 
transmitters (chapter 4 Technical regulations). It also lays down provisions 

on the use of amateur radio transmitters and other special provisions 
applied to amateur radio communication (chapter 3 Use of an amateur 

radio transmitter and chapter 2 Licence and call sign). 

Section 3 Definitions 

This section contains definitions of the concepts relevant for the application 
of the Regulation. The defined concepts are amateur radio transmitter, 

amateur radio station, amateur repeater station, peak envelope power 
(pX), carrier power (pZ) and unwanted emissions. 

The key definition is the definition of the amateur radio transmitter. The 

Regulation defines an amateur radio transmitter as "a radio transmitter 
functioning on a frequency allocated by the Finnish Transport and 
Communications Agency to amateur radio communication and which in the 

frequency range 26 MHz to 2450 MHz is able to function only in frequency 
bands assigned for amateur radio activities by the Radio Regulations 

complementing the Convention of the International Telecommunication 
Union or by a Regulation issued by the Finnish Transport and 
Communications Agency ". 

 

Chapter 2 Licence and call sign 

This chapter covers the obligations laid down in chapter 2 of the 

Regulation. 

Section 4 Licence holder 

This section contains provisions on the persons to whom an amateur radio 
licence may be granted. The licence may be granted to a natural person 

holding a proficiency certificate referred to in section 265(1) of the Act on 
Electronic Communications Services. The licence may also be granted to a 

registered amateur radio club or some other legal person the supervisor of 
whose station holds a required proficiency certificate. 
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Section 5 Special licence and appropriate proficiency for an 
amateur radio station 

A special amateur radio station licence is required for the possession and 
use of amateur repeater stations and other amateur radio stations without 

immediate supervision of a licence holder or an amateur radio operator. 

The supervisor of such other amateur radio station without immediate 
supervision of an amateur radio operator must hold a proficiency certificate 

of general or technical class. The provisions applies to both amateur radio 
stations and amateur repeater stations. The proficiency examination of 
technical class is equivalent to the current amateur radio proficiency 

certificate of general class referred to in FICORA’s regulation on 
requirements for certificates of proficiency in maritime and amateur radio 

communication (M 18). 

Section 6 Amateur radio station's call sign 

This section regulates the structure and use of an amateur radio station's 
call sign. The call sign in determined in the radio licence of the amateur 

radio station. The call sign is transmitted at the beginning of radio 
communication and at least once every 10 minutes during the 

communication. The transmission of the call sign must be made in a way 
that can be received universally which means that it may not be encrypted. 
Other identifications and signs may be used with the call sign as specified 

in subsections 2-5 of the section. 

 

Chapter 3 Use of an amateur radio transmitter 

Section 7 Amateur radio station transmissions 

Under this section, amateur radio communication must use the frequencies 
allocated for amateur radio activities in the Finnish Transport and 

Communications Agency's Radio Frequency Regulation (M 4). Unnecessarily 
high transmitter power or large bandwidth is forbidden. 

Section 8 Prohibition of encryption 

This section provides that amateur radio communication may not be 
encrypted. However, an amateur radio message may contain such coded 
part that aims at verifying the sender and the integrity of the message. 

Control signals exchanged between an earth command station and a 
satellite intended for amateur radio activities may also be encrypted. 

Furthermore, it is permitted to encrypt control signals of an amateur radio 
station that operates without immediate supervision and therefore requires 
a special amateur radio station licence. 
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Section 9 Using someone else's amateur radio station 

This section specifies the holders and competence classes of rights that 

may be used when using someone else's amateur radio station.  

The person using the station must not exceed the rights of his or her own 
competence class even if the competence class of the station's licence 

holder were higher than the user's competence class. Furthermore, the 
user must not exceed the rights of the competence class of the station’s 
licence holder even if the user's own competence class were higher than 

the competence class of the station's licence holder. 

However, when using someone else’s amateur radio station under 
immediate supervision of the station's licence holder, the user is allowed to 

use the rights of the licence holder's competence class regardless of the 
user's own competence class. Correspondingly, if a club station is used 
under immediate supervision of the station's supervisor, the user is allowed 

to use the rights of the supervisor's competence class. 

Section 10 Other communication than amateur radio 
communication 

In principle, an amateur radio station may only communicate with another 
amateur radio station. However, an amateur radio station may 

communicate with another station than an amateur radio station for the 
purposes of safety radio communication in case of immediate rescue of 

human life or preventing a threatening emergency. An amateur radio 
station may also communicate with another radio station when training 
rescue operations led by the authorities. 

Section 11 Forbidden amateur radio communication 

Under this section, radio communication with amateur radio stations is 
forbidden in such foreign countries where telecommunications 

administration has stated that such communication is forbidden. This 
provision is based on the Radio Regulations of the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU). 

Section 12 Equal and secondary rights 

This section regulates the duty of amateur radio communication to give 
way in frequency bands with so called secondary rights for amateur radio 

communication in accordance with the Finnish Transport and 
Communications Agency's Radio Frequency Regulation (M 4). Amateur 
radio transmission must not cause harmful interference to the primary 

radio communication within the same frequency band.  

Under subsection 2, amateur radio transmissions must not cause harmful 
interference to Finnish radio services operating in the same frequency band 

if it has been allocated, on equal basis, to amateur radio communication 
and other radio communication in the Radio Frequency Regulation. 
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Section 13 Supervision of the amateur radio station of an 
association 

This section specifies the duties and obligations of an amateur radio station 
supervisor. An amateur radio station of an association must have a 

designated supervisor and the name of such supervisor must be notified to 
the Finnish Transport and Communications Agency. The supervisor's duty is 

to see to that the amateur radio activities at the station comply with the 
provisions on radio communication. The supervisor of an amateur radio 
stations or an amateur repeater station must cut off the transmission of the 

station without delay if the station is used against the provisions on radio 
communication or the conditions of the radio licence.  

Section 14 Use of an amateur radio station on board a Finnish 
vessel 

The Regulation provides that an amateur radio station on board a Finnish 

vessel may only be used with the consent of the shipmaster. The operation 
must be stopped immediately if the master of the ship, the shipping 
company, the VTS centres, the port authority or the Finnish Transport and 

Communications Agency so requires. The operation must not cause 
interference to other radio communication on the ship or safety 

watchkeeping of the radio station on board the vessel. Furthermore, it must 
not interfere with the operation of other radio equipment on board the 
vessel. 

Section 15 Use of an amateur radio station on board a Finnish 
aircraft 

This section lays down the terms and conditions for using an amateur radio 
station on board a Finnish aircraft within the Finnish airspace. Using an 
amateur radio station requires consent of the Finnish Transport and 

Communications Agency and the master of the aircraft. Such station may 
operate in frequencies below 30 MHz allocated to amateur radio 

communication in the Finnish Transport and Communications Agency's 
Radio Frequency Regulation (M 4) and only such frequencies above 30 MHz 
that are reserved for the amateur radio communication with exclusive 

rights. The operation must be stopped immediately if the master of the 
aircraft, the owner of the aircraft, the Area Traffic Control Centre Finland or 

the Finnish Transport and Communications Agency so requires.  

The operation of the amateur radio station must not interfere with the 
communication of the radio station of the aircraft. Furthermore, it must not 
interfere with the operation of other equipment on board the aircraft. It is 

forbidden to use transmitters, receivers, antennas and feeding cables of the 
radio station of the aircraft for amateur radio communication.  
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Chapter 4 Technical regulations 

Section 16 Properties of an amateur radio transmitter 

The section provides for equipping an amateur radio transmitter with a 
reliable meter measuring output power if the transmitter is constructed in 

such a way that it is possible to exceed the maximum output power of the 
transmitter. The section also contains provisions on the attenuation of 
emissions of an amateur radio station and on bandwidths allowed in 

different frequency bands. Under this section, the transmission of the 
amateur radio station must be kept within the frequency band allocated to 

amateur radio communication regardless of operating conditions. If the 
field strength caused by an amateur radio station causes interference to 
telecommunication equipment or other electrical equipment that meet the 

electromagnetic protection requirements, the interference is eliminated in 
accordance with the provisions in section 277 of the Act on Electronic 

Communications Services.  

Section 17 Properties of an amateur repeater station 

The section contains provisions on specific technical requirements applied 
to amateur repeater stations. A repeater station may be switched on only 

by a starting signal. The remote-control system of the station must be of 
the kind that only the supervisor of the repeater station can control the 

station. 

 

Chapter 5 Provisions on entry into force 

Section 18 Entry into force  

The Regulation enters into force on 9 April 2019. The Regulation will remain 
in force until further notice. This Regulation repeals the previous version of 

the Regulation FICORA 6 J/2014 M issued by the Finnish Communications 
Regulatory Authority on 17 December 2014. 

According to the second Moment Section 5(2) of this Regulation does not 
apply to the supervisor of the amateur repeater station, whose name has 

been informed to the Finnish Communications Regulatory Authority or to 
the Finnish Transport and Communications Agency  prior to the entry into 

force of this Regulation. 

Section 19 Information and publication 

The Regulation is included in the Series of Regulations of the Finnish 
Transport and Communications Agency and it is available on the Agency's 

website at www.traficom.fi. The Regulation can also be obtained from the 
Finnish Transport and Communications Agency's customer service. 
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PART C Other matters related to the subject matter of 

the Regulation  

1 International stakeholder cooperation 

The European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications 
Administrations (CEPT) issues decisions, recommendations and reports 

concerning amateur radio communication as a part of its activities. The key 
documents concern organisation and contents of amateur radio 
examinations as well as mutual recognition of amateur radio licences and 

proficiency certificates. 

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) holds conferences 
deciding the allocation of frequencies for different modes of traffic, such as 

amateur radio communication. Furthermore, ITU study groups examine the 
features of amateur radio transmissions and their compatibility with other 
radio communications. 

 

PART D Legislation  

 

1.1 Finnish legislation 

The regulation governing amateur radio stations and their use has been 
issued by virtue of sections 97(3) and 304(1)(5) of the Act on Electronic 
Communications Services. These provisions are the following: 

 Section 97(3) The Finnish Transport and Communications 
Agency issues regulations concerning the construction and use 
of amateur radio stations as well as other regulations to be 

followed in the amateur service concerning the frequencies to 
be used, transmission powers, spurious emissions, addressing 

of transmissions and unidirectional transmissions. 

 Section 304(1)(5)  
 In addition to what is laid down elsewhere in this Act, the duties 

of the Finnish Transport and Communications Agency are: 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 5) issue a call sign of a radio station required for the 

identification of radio transmissions, and, if necessary, issue 
regulations on the use of call signs; 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

1.2 Other related provisions and agreements 

Radio Regulations complementing the Constitution and the Convention of 
the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 


