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Hunting Act
(615/1993; amendments up to 474/2011 included)

Chapter 1 General provisions

Section 1 -Scope of application

(1) This Act applies to hunting and to capturing anting of unprotected animals as well as to
game management, compensation for damage cauggiri®/animals, and keeping of dogs.

(2) Where appropriate, this Act also applies to capguand killing of mammals and birds
protected by virtue of the Nature Conservation A€96/1996).

(3) In addition to the provisions laid down in this Atlie provisions laid down in the Nature
Conservation Act and the Animal Welfare Act (24 @@Pshall be complied with.

(4) Separate provisions are issued regarding the gamagement fees and hunting licence fees.
(see Act on the Game Management Fee and Huntirenté&cFee 616/1993 and Government
Decree on the Game Management Fee and Huntingdadeee 823/2001)

Section 2 -Definition of hunting

(1) Hunting means the capturing and killing of wild gaanimals as well as taking quarry into
possession by a hunter. Hunting also comprisesdusearching for, circling, stalking,
chasing or tracking a game animal for hunting psepaising a dog or other animal trained to
hunt for searching, pursuing, or tracking a gammah as well as keeping a hunting device at
a hunting location ready for hunting.

Section 3 -Definition of game management

(1) Game management means activities intended to s&reaeserve, or improve a game animal
population and the balance among different aniropugations by regulating the size of game
animal populations, preserving or improving gamienaih habitats, or by some other means.

Section 4 The hunting year
(1) The hunting year begins on 1 August and ends aiuBA

Section 5 -Game animals and unprotected animals
(1) Game animals include:

1) rabbit, mountain hare, brown hare, red squirratogean beaver, Canadian beaver,
muskrat, nutria, wolf, farmed arctic fox, red foaccoon dog, bear, raccoon, badger,
ermine, polecat, otter, pine marten, American mmddyverine, lynx, Baltic ringed seal,
harbour seal, grey seal, wild boar, fallow deed,deer, sika deer, roe deer, moose, white-
tailed deer, forest reindeer, and mouflon; and

2) Canadian goose, greylag goose, bean goose, ma#atdwigeon, pintail, garganey,
shoveler, pochard, tufted duck, common eider, ltangd duck, goldeneye, red-breasted
merganser, goosander, willow grouse, ptarmigarellgapuse, black grouse, capercaillie,
partridge, pheasant, coot, woodcock, and wood pigeo

(2) Unprotected animals include:



1) bank vole, water vole, common vole, field voleptraole, yellow-necked field mouse,
brown rat, and house mouse; and
2) raven (in the reindeer herding area), hooded cnaagpie, herring gull, great black-
backed gull, domestic pigeon, and fieldfare.
(3) Provisions concerning unprotected animals appby ¢at which has run wild.

Chapter 2 Hunting right, leasing of a hunting right and hunting per mit

Section 6 -Hunting right of the owner of the area
(1) Unless otherwise provided below, the owner of lea s entitled to engage in hunting and
make decisions on hunting.

Section 7 The right to hunt in public waters and within thedaomic zone

(1068/2004)

(1) Persons residing permanently in Finland have tjig to hunt in public waters of the sea and
on islands and islets in such areas which belonigag&tate and whose possession has not
been transferred to any other as well as withirett@omic zone of Finland. (1068/2004)

(2) Persons whose domicile is in the municipality tachitthe public waters in whole or in part
belong or on which they border have the right tothn public waters on lakes and islands and
islets owned by the State in such areas.

(3) The use of the right referred to in subsectionad Z22above may be restricted by decree
should this be considered necessary for the prasemvof a game population or for some
other use of the area.

Section 8 The right of municipal residents to hunt on Statered land

(1) Persons whose domicile is in a municipality of Brevince of Lapland or in the
municipalities of Kajaani, Hyrynsalmi, Kuhmo, Kuusa, Paltamo, Pudasjarvi, Puolanka,
Ristijarvi, Sotkamo, Suomussalmi, Taivalkoski, \G@aidr Vuolijoki have the right to hunt on
State-owned land in their home municipality.

Section 9 -Hunting in a nature reserve
(1) In addition, separate provisions apply to the righttunt in nature reserves under the Nature
Conservation Act.

Section 10 Hunting licence and regional quota

(159/2011)

(1) A licence must be obtained for hunting or a regianueta established by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry must be complied with umting if a game animal population other
than that of game animal species listed sectiois 26ddangered by hunting or if this is
required for the appropriate organisation of thetimg of the game animal species. Further
provisions on the game animal species to be huntedrtue of a hunting licence or regional
guota, conditions for granting a hunting licencd eggional quota and the procedures to be
followed in granting these and other matters ne¢ato a hunting licence and reporting of the
quarry bagged by virtue of the hunting licenceegjional quota are issued by Government
Decree.

(2) The annual quarry numbers of the hunt to be alloledirtue of hunting licences and a
regional quota may be restricted. Further provision the game animal species to which the
restriction applies, maximum allowable quarry numbeex and age of the individual quarry
animals, and the area to which the restrictioniapphay be issued by Decree of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry.



(3) The hunting licence referred to in subsection drated by the Finnish Wildlife Agency, and
this is also responsible for monitoring hunting evhis allowed by virtue of a regional quota.

Section 10a Withdrawing a hunting licence

(159/2011)

(1) The Finnish Wildlife Agency may, at the requestrad police or Border Guard, withdraw a
valid hunting licence referred to in section 1@6rif the holder of the licence violates the
provisions on this Act or issued under it. The sapglies to a violation of any essential
licence conditions.

(2) The holder of a withdrawn licence is not grantetea hunting licence concerning a similar
animal during the same hunting year before theds@val of the earlier licence has been
settled in a legally valid manner or the withdravgatancelled.

Section 11 +easing a hunting right

(1) The owner of the area may lease the hunting righthole or in parti{unting lease contrajt
The provisions in force concerning the leasinghefiunting right apply to the conveyance of
the hunting right without remuneration, unless othge provided below.

(2) A lease contract under the Land Tenancy Act (2583)@rovides the right to hunt in the
leased area only if this has been specifically meaet in the contract.

Section 12 Hunting lease contract, transfer of a lease andeasing

(1) Upon the request of a party to a contract, a hgréase contract must be made in writing and
signed.

(2) A lessee must not transfer the lease to a thiny parsublease the hunting lease right to a
third party in whole or in part without the lessopermission.

Section 13 Jerm of a lease and termination of the lease cantra

(1) A hunting lease contract is concluded for a fixexit or indefinite period.

(2) A notice of termination of lease contract concluftadan indefinite period may be given at
any time and the lease is terminated on the bésisemotice given when the period of notice
expires. If there is no other agreement on theopesf notice and notice is given on the lease
contract not later than six months before the drtti@hunting year, the lease is terminated on
the last day of that hunting year. Otherwise tlaséeis terminated on the last day of the
hunting year following the year in which notice wagen.

(3) If alessee neglects the payment of rent, otherfait®to comply with the terms of the lease
contract or uses the hunting right wrongfully ahe btffence is not a minor one, the lessor
may terminate the hunting lease contract withoticeo

(4) If alessor fails to comply with the terms of adeaontract and the offence is not a minor one,
or if the leased area is no longer suitable fortimgndue to changes in circumstances, the
lessee may terminate the hunting lease contrabhbwiitnotice.

Section 14 -Continuation of a lease contract upon transferasfd ownership

(1) If a hunting lease area or a part thereof is coagldg another party, the new owner of the area
may give notice on the hunting lease contract andihate the lease in accordance with the
provisions laid down for hunting lease contractatoded for an indefinite period. If the new
owner does not exercise his or her right to giviiceavithin three months of being informed
of the lease contract, the lease remains in fdfeedeed of conveyance includes a provision
on the continuity of a hunting lease contract dhé conveyee has otherwise approved the
lease contract, the lease contract is binding erctimveyee.
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(2) Separate provisions are issued concerning mortgagjithe lease and the continuity of a
mortgaged lease contract.

(3) Where an area is sold by compulsory auction, aleastract is binding upon the purchaser
only if the lease has been mortgaged and the alads pplace in accordance with such terms.

Section 15 -Game management in a lease area

(1) Unless otherwise agreed, a lessee has the rigartg out game management measures in a
hunting lease area. If this is the case, the lesaest not cause damage or inconvenience to the
owner or holder of the area.

Section 16 Hunting in an area under dispute

(1) In connection with a civil case concerning a humtigase a court of justice may, in response
to a demand made by a stakeholder, issue a tenygaiarg on who is entitled to hunt in the
area under dispute during the legal proceedingsh Suecision, which may not be appealed,
remains in force until the court of justice decid@®n the matter, unless the ruling is
cancelled or amended prior to this.

Section 17 Hunting permit

(1) A holder of the hunting right under section 6, atmg lease contract or a land lease contract
may, under conditions laid down by the holder, geapermit to hunt to another party
(hunting permit unless this is prohibited by the lease contract.

Section 18 Withdrawing and discontinuing a hunting permit

(1) Where a hunting permit has been granted free afyeh#he holder of the hunting right may
withdraw the permit without notice.

(2) A permit issued for an indefinite period of timedaagainst remuneration may be withdrawn,
observing the terms of notice concerning huntimgéecontracts made for an indefinite period.
If the holder of a permit hunts or otherwise acistrary to the permit conditions, the holder of
the hunting right may withdraw the permit withouitice.

(3) When the holder of hunting right changes, huntiagwts issued by the previous holder of the
right are discontinued.

Section 19 Hunting in exceptional conditions

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter, Bi@istry of Agriculture and Forestry may
decide that a specified game animal may be huntadspecific area at a specified time
without a hunting right in that area in order teyent animal diseases or for some other health
consideration or in order to ensure public safetypgrevent significant risk of damage to

property.
Chapter 3 T he practice of hunting

Section 20 -General requirements

(1) Hunting must be practised in accordance with thcpples of sustainable use and so that
game animal populations are not endangered, theah@nvironment is not unnecessarily
damaged, the game population as a whole is natpgigk and no unnecessary suffering is
caused to the animals.

(2) Efforts must be made to safeguard continued regtamiuof game animal populations
through appropriate game management.

(3) Hunting must not endanger or harm humans or thegpty of others.



Section 21 -Shooting test

(314/2005

(1) When hunting fallow deer, red deer, sika deerdeer, moose, white-tailed deer, forest
reindeer or bear by means of a rifled bullet glnoosing may only be carried out by a person
who has passed a shooting test referred to in stibse€. When hunting the game animals
referred to above, shooting may also be carriedypat person who holds a valid certificate of
a similar test taken in another country or who enés proof to the game management
association that he or she has the right to humieganimals of a similar size in his or her
home country.

(2) The game management association organises therghtext and issues a certificate on the
successful performance of the test in accordantteaMiormula approved by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry and, where requested pg obthis. The certificate is valid for three
years from taking the test

(3) Shooting tests taken in the Province of Aland apgwvalent to those referred to in subsection
1.

(4) Provisions are issued by Decree of the Ministnagficulture and Forestry concerning
1) content of the shooting test, method of perfornthgtest and conditions for passing the

test;
2) requirements for the location where the shootisgitetaken;
3) requirements for firearms and cartridges usederstiooting test.

Section 22 Presenting a hunting card and shooting test cedif

(1) A hunter must carry the hunting card or a copyhef wwhen hunting and upon request present
this to a person who supervises the hunting reddérén section 88. A person hunting without
carrying a hunting card he or she has acquiredcops of this may nevertheless present the
card or a copy of this within seven days to thespemwho performed the supervision or to the
police.

(2) The provisions of subsection 1 also apply to a 8hgdest certificate or copy of this referred
to in section 21 when a hunter acts as the shaotecervid or bear hunt.

(3) If a hunting card or shooting test certificate bagn lost, the police may grant an extension of
the deadline for the presentation until the relég@ame management association has provided
a copy.

Section 23 Restrictions on hunting in the interest of pubhfety

(1469/2009)

(1) If considered of particular importance for publafety or necessary to prevent the spread of
easily spread animal diseases established und#rs8wf the Animal Disease Act
(55/1980), the Regional State Administrative Agen@y prohibit or restrict hunting in a
specific area for a fixed period. The holder of bhuating right and the landowner must be
heard before issuing such a prohibition or restnictHearing is not required if the prohibition
or restriction is due to preventing the spreadasilg spread animal diseases.

(2) The Regional State Administrative Agency must chtieprohibition or restriction referred
to in subsection 1 before its expiration if thedhémkeep such a prohibition or restriction in
force ceases to exist.

(3) The Regional State Administrative Agency in whasetory the section of the economic
zone concerned is located is responsible for thiestaf the Regional State Administrative
Agency referred to in sections 1 and 2 in the enon@one of Finland. Except for the border
of the territory of the State Department of Alatite borders of the territories of Regionall
State Administrative Agencies are considered tdioaa from the outer limit of the territorial
waters without changing direction to the outer tiofithe economic zone.



Section 24 Hunting from the shore in coastal areas
(1) On uninhabited outer islands of the sea, a perstitieel to hunt in the water area may hunt
waterfowl from an open shore belonging to anotlatyp

Section 25 Restrictions due to residential areas, cultivatedas and transport routes

(1) An animal may not be shot within 150 metres ofrarabited building without the express
permission of the owner or holder of the building.

(2) Itis not permitted to search for game in a yardanden or pass through cultivated areas for
hunting purposes before crops have been harvesgmtitered without the express permission
of the owner or holder of the area.

(3) Itis not permitted to shoot game across a railaagublic road or when either the game or
the shooter is on a railway or public road. Neitisat permitted to shoot grouse when they or
the shooter are on a private road.

Section 26 -Cervid hunting licence

(159/2011)

(1) A licence must be obtained for the hunting of falldeer, red deer, sika deer, moose, white-
tailed deer and forest reindeer.

(2) The hunting licence referred to in subsection lvahie granted by the Finnish Wildlife
Agency. In granting hunting licences, it must bewrd that the cervid population is not
endangered by hunting and that damage caused Wigses kept at a reasonable level. In
order to take damages to traffic, agriculture arégts into account, the Finnish Wildlife
Agency must hear the relevant regional stakeholdiei@n annual basis. In granting hunting
licences for areas referred to in section 8 abowesideration must also be given to equitable
distribution of hunting opportunities.

Section 27 -€Conditions for granting a cervid hunting licence

(1) Granting of a cervid hunting licence is subjecthte condition that the licence applicant has
access to an unbroken area suitable for hunting.mihimum surface area is 1,000 hectares
for moose hunting and 500 hectares for huntingratberids. The Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry may decide upon exceptions to the abodacaiarea requirements.

(2) A cervid hunting licence is granted to an applicanapplicants who have the right to hunt the
cervid referred to in the application in the amreguestion. In areas other than those referred to
in section 8, a hunting licence may be grantedfoarea referred to in subsection 1 on the
basis of no more than one application.

Section 28 -Cervid hunting master

(1) The holder of a cervid hunting licence must narheting master. A person participating in a
hunt must observe orders given by the hunting maBke hunting master may prohibit a
person who fails to observe such orders from ppédimg in the hunt.

Section 29 -A new hunting licence

(159/2011)

(1) If a slain cervid was injured or ill so that mohan half of it is unsuitable for human
consumption and this has not been caused by tldethol the hunting licence, the Finnish
Wildlife Agency grants the holder of the licencaew hunting licence in lieu of the old one
free of charge.

Section 30 -Authorisation to issue decrees concerning cerviatimg



(159/2011)

(1) Further provisions on application for a cervid hngticence and the conditions to be attached
to a licence to be granted as well as on the dodsquipment to be used for cervid hunting,
the tasks of the hunting master and other mat&dasimg to the organisation of a hunt are
issued by Government Decree.

(2) Aroe deer killed in a hunt must be notified to Bienish Wildlife Agency for the monitoring
of the development of the population. Further pgmns on the information to be given and
deadlines for the notification and procedure tdddewed are issued by Government Decree.

Section 31 -Disturbing a hunt
(1) Itis prohibited to prevent or hinder a legal hbytmaking a hunting device inoperational or to
disturb the hunt in some other way.

Chapter 4 Hunting methods

Section 32 Restrictions on the use of motor vehicles

(1) Itis not permitted to chase or track a game anfordhunting purposes from an aircraft or
land motor vehicle or a vessel or boat with theanainning.

(2) Itis not permitted to shoot at a game animal feomaircraft or land motor vehicle or from the
cover of these or immediately upon stopping wittd® metres of these or from a vessel or
boat with the motor running.

(3) The provisions of subsections 1 and 2 above damoly to putting down a wounded game
animal in a sea area from a vessel or boat witmbr running.

Section 33 Hunting devices and methods
(1) The use of the following hunting devices and meghiscprohibited:

1) explosives;

2) poisons and baits containing poison or anaestbehstances;

3) electrical devices causing loss of consciousneseaih;

4) artificial sources of light and aiming devices imded for night shooting that
electronically enlarge or alter the picture;

5) mirrors and other blinding devices;

6) bird glues and nets;

7) automatic weapons and self-loading automatic wesapgthh a magazine capable of
holding more than three rounds of ammunition;

8) Kkilling by gas or smoke;

9) the use of live animals as decoys;

10) pitfalls and traps to which a firearm or spearane other comparable device has been
placed as well as other similar hunting devicescWiaire dangerous to humans or
domestic animals;

11) iron traps which do not kill immediately; and

12) use of lead pellets in the hunting of waterfowb&& August 1996.

(2) Itis not permitted to use a sound-producing meidaadevice as an aid in the hunting of
cervids, grouse, and waterfowl.
(3) Provisions on the prohibition to cause unnecegsairy and suffering to an animal are laid

down in section 3 of the Animal Welfare Act. (15@124)

Section 34 +urther provisions on hunting devices and methods
(314/2005)



(1)

(@)

3)

Further provisions on the characteristics and @iseesapons and other permitted hunting
devices as well as on the procedures to be obsarystmitted hunting practices are issued
by Government Decree.

The use of permitted hunting devices and methodsleaestricted by Government Decree

so that a certain hunting device or method may belused in specified areas or at a specified
time or in the hunting of specified game animals.

Further provisions on the permitted use of huntlagices and methods prohibited by section
33 may be issued by Government Decree. (159/2011)

Section 35 Jransportation of a hunting weapon

(1)

(2)

3)

A hunting weapon may not be transported in an meahich a person does not have a
hunting right or permit without an authorised pwspor consent from the holder of the
hunting right unless the weapon is unloaded araddase. This does not, however, apply to a
public road bordering on a hunting area.

A hunting weapon must be unloaded and placed asa or a protected space in an aircratft,
land motor vehicle or a vessel or boat with theanainning. This does not, however, apply
to the transportation of a weapon in a sea arézeicase referred to in section 32(3).
Off-road transportation of a hunting weapon in @aneehicle is prohibited. A weapon may
nevertheless be transported by a person perforaffiggal duties for whom it is necessary to
have a weapon at hand due to the nature of thesddthe Chief Police Officer of the Police
District may in individual cases grant permissioriransport an unloaded hunting weapon in a
case in the aforesaid motor vehicles when theyravelling off public or private roads at a
certain time using a route stated in advance stutypdbe condition that the weapon is not
used for hunting during transport. Further provision the transportation of a weapon by a
herdsman carrying out reindeer herding tasks ategby decree. (1268/1993)

Chapter 5 Protection of game animals and game management

Section 36 -Prohibition on disturbing game animals
(516/2002)

(1)

Game animals must not be disturbed in an arealicchathe person concerned does not have
a hunting right or hunting permit for hunting thenge animal in question.

Section 37 Protection of game animal species

(1)

(2)

3)

If required due to the preservation of a game ahpopulation or securing undisturbed
reproduction of a game animal species, the ganmmeadrsipecies must be declared protected

for a specified period or until further notice. AgIons on game animal species to be
protected and on closed seasons are issued byed&ereng a closed season a game animal
may not be hunted or harmed nor may its matingjmgesor the young be disturbed.

(159/2011)

In a game reserve referred to in section 39 deimumafrom the general closed seasons may be
made by a decision of the Ministry of AgricultunedaForestry. Provisions on the holding of
dog trials and dog training during a closed seaserlaid down in section 52.

Wolf, bear, otter, wolverine, lynx and harbour s@a protected at all times. (159/2011)

Section 38 Hunting restrictions

(1)

If the population of a game animal species becandangered in its range or in a part of this,
the hunting of the game animal species concerngdom@rohibited or restricted by Decree of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. The Deerma the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry specifies the area in which the prohihitio restriction is in force. A prohibition or



(@)

restriction may be issued for no more than thresyat a time. A prohibition or restriction
may enter into force within no less than two weekthe issuing of the Decree. The Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry must hear the Finnisitdiife Agency and the game management
association whose territory the prohibition or riesbn concerns before issuing the Decree.
(159/2011)

If the game animal population recovers to a viatétus, the prohibition or restriction must be
repealed before its expiration.

Section 39 -Game reserve

1)

(2)

3)

(4)

If the conditions for the habitation and reprodotof game are particularly favourable on
some particular island or group of islands or imemther clearly specified area, this may be
defined as a game reserve.

Protection rules must be drawn up for the gameavesshowing how the preservation of the
characteristics of the area is to be secured andie® game of the area is to be utilised.
During the breeding season of the game populgpassage through the area may be
prohibited or restricted to certain routes. Therretions must not extend beyond what is
necessary for game management.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry decidestbe approval of an area as a game reserve
as well as on the protection rules referred taulpssction 2 on the basis of an application from
the owner of the area and after having heard thesty of the Environment. The owner must
mark the boundaries of the area clearly in thatberr

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry may distione a game reserve upon notification
from the owner or if there is reason to do so ifue of changes in circumstances.

Section 40 Permit for certain game management measures
(159/2011)

(1)

The Finnish Wildlife Agency may grant a holder ¢ thunting right a permit to capture game
animals live by using hunting devices or methodgiwvlotherwise are prohibited for game
management measures or for the farming of anirfalssuch a purpose, a permit may also be
granted to capture animals during a closed seasbitoaake eggs. Further provisions on the
prerequisites for the granting of the permit andditoons to be attached to the permit are
issued by Government Decree.

Section 41 -Derogations
(159/2011)

1)

(2)

3)

The Finnish Wildlife Agency may grant a derogatfoom protection, prohibition or

restriction under sections 37 and 38 and 50(2)estilp preconditions laid down in sections
4la—41c.

The Finnish Wildlife Agency may grant a derogatadlowing to kill or capture a game animal
or unprotected animal subject to conditions laidkan section 41a(1), 41b(1) and 41c also at
a time other than during the closed season laichdavder section 37.

In cases referred to in section 41a(1), 41b(1)4dthe Finnish Wildlife Agency may also
grant a derogation from the restrictions on theafsaotor vehicles laid down in section 32,
prohibitions on the hunting devices and methods diawn in section 33 and provisions on the
transportation of the hunting weapon laid downeaot®n 35 as well as the obligation to keep
a dog on a leash laid down in section 51(1). Tmmish Wildlife Agency may also grant a
derogation from the restriction on the use of metdricles laid down in section 32(2) and
provisions on the transportation of the hunting pagalaid down in section 35(3) when the
applicant is a person with permanent reduced nigpili



(4)
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Further provisions on the procedure to be followegranting a derogation, orders to be
attached to the derogation, notification of qudragged by virtue of the derogation and
assessment of the preconditions for the derogatiaynbe issued by Government Decree.
Provisions on the times when derogation from ptaiaainder section 37 may be allowed
may also be issued by Government Decree.

The annual numbers of the quarry to be hunted thye/of derogations and the regional quota
referred to in section 41a(4) may be restrictedtHeu provisions on the game animal species
to which the restriction applies, maximum allowatplearry numbers, sex and age of the
individual quarry animals and the area concernethéyestriction may be issued by Decree
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Section 41a Preconditions for a derogation concerning certaange animals
(159/2011)

1)

(2)

3)
(4)

Provided that there is no satisfactory alternaging the decision is not detrimental to the
maintenance of the species at a favourable cortsmm&tatus in its natural range, a
derogation referred to in section 41 may be grafdethe capturing or killing of wolverine,
wolf, bear, otter, lynx, European beaver, grey,deaibour seal, Baltic ringed seal, polecat,
pine marten and mountain hare:

1) inthe interest of protecting wild fauna or flora;

2) to prevent serious damage, in particular to criwesstock, forestry, fisheries, reindeer
husbandry, water or other property;

3) inthe interest of public health and public safetyfor other imperative reasons of
overriding public interest, including those of &isb or economic nature and beneficial
consequences of primary importance for the enviemtpor

4) for the purpose of research and education, reptipgland re-introducing of these
species or preventing animal diseases.

A wolf, bear, otter, lynx and wolverine bagged aamy by virtue of subsection 1 above

belongs to the State and they must be deliveradésearch institute which carries out

research on game animals. The research instituse eegtroy the game animal, hand it over
for a purpose of public good or sell it on the &gaaccount.

A derogation concerning a wolf, bear, otter ancklgmay also be granted for the selective and

restricted capturing or killing of certain individis in closely controlled circumstances.

In the reindeer herding area the derogation fromtegation referred to in subsection 3 above

may also be arranged by virtue of a regional qastablished by a Decree of the Ministry of

Agriculture and Forestry. Further provisions on pineconditions for granting a quota and

notification of quarry bagged by virtue of a regabquota are issued by Government Decree.

The Finnish Wildlife Agency is responsible for tim@nitoring of the derogation from

protection allowed by virtue of a regional quota.

Section 41b Preconditions for a derogation concerning game diathd unprotected birds
(159/2011)

1)

Provided that there is no satisfactory solution #reddecision is not detrimental to the
maintenance of the species at a favourable cortsmmatatus, a derogation referred to in
section 41 may be granted for the capturing omijlbf game birds and unprotected birds
referred to in section 5:

1) inthe interest of public health and safety;

2) inthe interest of air safety;

3) to prevent serious damage to crops, livestocksterdisheries and water;

4) for the protection of flora and fauna; or
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5) for the purposes of research and teaching, of pedating and re-introducing and for the
breeding necessary for these purposes.
(2) A derogation may also be granted to kill, captiuszp or to allow the otherwise appropriate
utilisation of small number of birds other than thgrotected ones selectively and in closely
controlled circumstances.

Section 41c Preconditions for a derogation concerning other gamammals

(159/2011)

(1) A derogation under section 41 concerning game mdsaother than those referred to in
section 41a may be granted to prevent serious danragarticular to crops, forestry,
fisheries, reindeer husbandry, farming of animaksters or property or if this is necessary in
the interest of public health, public safety oresttmportant reason of public interest. A
derogation may also be granted for the purposes®darch and education, repopulating and re-
introducing of the species.

Section 41d Withdrawing a derogation

(159/2011)

(1) The Finnish Wildlife Agency may, at the requestrad police or Border Guard, withdraw a
valid derogation if the holder of the derogatioalates the provisions of this Act or issued
under it. The same applies to an essential vialadidhe conditions of the derogation.

(2) The holder of a withdrawn derogation is not grardgetew similar derogation during the same
hunting year before the withdrawal of the earlieradjation has been settled in a legally valid
manner or the withdrawal is cancelled.

Section 42 4mport and release to the wild of animals of foreaigin

(1) Itis prohibited to import or release to the wiliddoor mammal species of foreign origin as
well as game animal strains of foreign origin withthe permit of the Finnish Wildlife
Agency. A statement on the permit application nngstequested from the Finnish
Environment Institute. The permit must be refudesignificant harm may be caused by the
measure to the natural environment or fauna. Omieisow the import and release to the wild
are to be carried out may be issued in the pe(tr5©/2011)

(2) The provisions of subsection 1 also apply to briggin animal from the Province of Aland to
another part of Finland and to the release of tinaal to the wild there.

Section 43 Jrade in game animals

(1068/2004)

(1) For the preservation of a game population, the gladecertain game animal species hunted in
Finland or in the economic zone of Finland maydsdricted or prohibited in the whole
country or in some part of the country or in theremmic zone of Finland or some part of this
by Government Decree.

Chapter 6 -Hunting and game management in State-owned ar eas

Section 44 Jurisdiction of authorities
(1) Decisions on game management and the use of hurgintg in State-owned areas are made
by the authority that governs the area concernésbssmtherwise provided in this Chapter.

Section 45 4 easing of a hunting area owned by the State
(1) A hunting lease contract in respect of State-owareds may be made with a registered
hunting association provided that there are grodoidsegarding it as capable of managing the
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obligations contained in the contract and appré@maganisation of the hunt. In leasing
priority shall be given to an association whose ters would not otherwise have reasonable
opportunities to hunt.

(2) A State-owned area of minor significance for hugtilue to its size or location may be leased
to a private person instead of a registered hurggsgciation if this serves to promote the
arrangement of hunting conditions.

Section 46 Hunting permit for State-owned areas

(1) A hunting permit for State-owned areas is issuadriting. The permit must specify the
hunting season and the game animals which may iedwuThe permit conditions may order
the recipient of the permit to notify the issuinglaority of the numbers of the quarry bagged
by a certain time.

(2) If it becomes necessary to restrict the numberreaoings in a certain State-owned area, hunters
who would otherwise not have reasonable opporesitt hunt are to be given priority in
granting the permits.

(3) Metsahallitus may grant a hunting permit to a fgmer for an area referred to in section 7(1)
and 7(2) as provided by decree.

Section 47 +eases and permit fees for State-owned areas

(1) A hunting permit concerning State-owned areasastgd against a fee. No fee is charged
from persons participating in a hunt organised IStade authority in an area that is in its
possession. A State authority may grant a persansupervises hunting or conducts game
management a hunting permit for the area wheradhen is pursued within the area
governed by the authority without charge or foeduced fee.

(2) In determining hunting leases and permit feesathremust be that the income from the fees is
sufficient to cover expenses arising from game rgament measures carried out by the State.

Chapter 7 Capturing and killing of an unprotected animal

Section 48 The right to capture and kill an unprotected animal

(1) The owner or holder of an area is entitled to cagptu kill an unprotected animal within the
area. This right also applies when the huntingtrighthe area has been conveyed to another
person by virtue of a hunting lease contract.

(2) The owner or holder of a building, if the unprotetanimal is encountered in a building or its
yard, as well as the holder of a hunting leaset mgla hunting permit is also entitled to
capture or kill an unprotected animal, unless otig provided in a lease contract or permit.

(3) The provisions of subsection 1 notwithstanding,Nheistry of Agriculture and Forestry may
decide that, for the prevention of animal diseasthgr health reasons, securing of public
safety, or prevention of significant damage to prty a certain unprotected animal may be
captured or killed in a certain area at a speciiiee without the permission of the owner or
holder of the area or building.

Section 49 Devices and methods for hunting an unprotected ainim

(1) The capturing and killing of an unprotected animaist be performed so that no danger is
posed to any person, domestic animal, game ananplotected animal.

(2) Hunting devices and methods referred to in pardgrdp3, 5-7 and 9-11 of section 33(1) may
not be used in the capturing and killing of an wtected animal. Nevertheless, a substance
referred to in section 33(1)(2) may be used forddgturing and killing of unprotected
animals other than birds as well as cats that havevild.
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(3) The restrictions of section 32(1) and 32(2) mustlserved when using motor vehicles for
the capturing or killing of an unprotected animaladdition, the provisions of section 25(3)
concerning a game animal apply to capturing oimigjln unprotected animal.

Subsection 4 has been repealed by 159/2011

Section 49a Permission to derogate from the prohibition con@egrdevices and methods for

hunting an unprotected animal

(159/2011)

(1) The Finnish Wildlife Agency may grant a permissioruse a device or method for hunting an
unprotected animal which has been prohibited usdetion 49(2).

(2) A derogation referred to in subsection 1 above beagranted to prevent serious damage, in
particular to crops, forestry, fisheries, reindeesbandry, farming of animals, waters or
property or if this is necessary in the interegpablic health, public safety or other important
reason of public interest. A derogation may alsgamted for the purpose of research on
species.

Section 50 +urther provisions on capturing and killing an umpected animal

(159/2011)

(1) Where necessary, further provisions on huntingasvand methods allowed for capturing or
killing an unprotected animal and their use araasgsby Government Decree.

(2) An unprotected animal may be designated for pristecr the capturing and killing of an
unprotected animal may be restricted by GovernrDectee.

Chapter 8 Keepingadog

Section 51 -Obligation to keep a dog on a leash

(1) Between 1 March and 19 August, a dog must be keptleash when outdoors or so that it
may be immediately put on a leash.

(2) Subsection 1 does not apply to:

1) a dog kept with the permission of the owner or bold a yard, garden, or fenced area
reserved for the keeping of a dog;

2) adog younger than five months;

3) adog engaged in shepherding, guiding, guardiraghar service tasks of a similar nature;

4) adog carrying out a task for the police, Custdbefence Forces, or the Border Guard,;
or

5) adog which is being trained for a task referrethtsubsections 3 and 4.

(3) Derogation from the obligation referred to in sudtgm 1 above may be made when a dog
other than a hound is being used for hunting. Agation from the prohibition may also be
made when a pointer or other bird dog is beingn&aiwithout disturbing protected game
animals during their breeding season.

Section 52 -Dog trials and training

(1) The Finnish Wildlife Agency may grant a permisstorderogate from the obligation laid
down in section 51(1) for the holding of a dogltaadog training. A dog trial and training
must be carried out so that protected game anianalaot disturbed during their breeding
season. (159/2011)

(2) The protection of cervids notwithstanding, huntingls for dogs to be used in the hunting of
cervids may be arranged and such dogs trained ZtbAugust to the end of December.
Similarly, hunting trials for dogs to be used ih@&t hunting may be arranged and such dogs
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trained from 20 August to the end of February. A thtal and training must be carried out so
that protected game animals are not harmed.

(3) However, a permit granted by the Finnish Wildlifgehcy is required for arranging hunting
trials and for training of dogs to be used in thating of wolf, bear, otter or lynx. (159/2011)

Section 53 Keeping a dog on another person’s land

(1) A dog may not be kept unleashed on someone elssdswithout the permission of the
landowner or the holder of the hunting right.

(2) A landowner or holder of the hunting right has tight to remove from the area or impound a
dog whose presence violates subsection 1. If ititgivith the aid of a dog the chase or bay
passes into the area of another, the owner or hofdde hunting right of the area must allow
the chase or bay to continue undisturbed for hati@ur. If the owner of the dog has not
collected the dog within this time, the owner of tirea or the holder of the hunting right has
the right to halt the chase or bay and to remogealtiy from the area or impound it.

(3) The provisions of subsection 1 above do not appth¢ cases referred to in paragraphs 3 and
4 of section 51(2).

Section 54 The rights of a hunting warden in the supervisibdays
(1) If a person referred to in section 88 encountategawhose presence in the area violates the
provisions of sections 51 and 52, he or she igledtio impound the dog.

Subsection 2 has been repealed by 159/2011.

Section 55 -Measures concerning the impounding of a dog

(1) Where a dog has been impounded under sections%8 tne owner, if known, or the police
must be notified of this without delay.

(2) The owner of a dog who wishes to have an impoundedeturned must claim it within ten
days of the notification of the impounding. If agdis not claimed within the said period or
within 15 days of the time when the impounder metifthe police of the matter, the ownership
of the dog passes to the impounder. The previouenis nevertheless entitled to claim the
dog from the impounder as long as the dog contitmés in his or her possession by paying
the fee and compensation referred to in subse8tion

(3) Where a person other than a State authority hasunged a dog, the owner of the dog must
pay the impounder a fee equivalent to the game gaamant fee as well as compensation for
having taken care of the dog. Where a State atyhiwas impounded a dog, the owner of the
dog must pay the State compensation for its cdre.amount of compensation payable for the
care of a dog is provided by decree.

Chapter 9 Hunting and game management authorities and associations

Section 56 -Authorities and associations

(159/2011)

(1) The supreme authority in the management and sigp@nvof hunting and game husbandry is
the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

(2) The provisions laid down in the Act on the FinniSame and Fisheries Research Institute
(1131/1987) apply to the tasks of the Finnish Gam Fisheries Research Institute.

(3) Provisions on the Finnish Wildlife Agency and gam@&nagement associations are laid down
in the Wildlife and Game Administration Act (15820

Sections 51-71 have been repealed by 159/2011.
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Chapter 10 -€onsequences of action which iscontrary to law

Section 72 Hunting offence

(234/2011)

(1) Punishment for a hunting offence is laid down irafter 48a, section 1 and 1a of the Penal
Code.

Section 73 has been repealed by (516/2002).

Section 74 Hunting violation
(234/2011)
(1) A person who deliberately or through negligencetfiun

1)

2)

in violation of a prohibition or restriction laicod/n in or under section 20(3), 23(1), 32,
33(1), 33(2) or 38(1) or

during a closed season referred to in section 3t(&gction 37(3) without a hunting
licence referred to in section 10 or 26, derogatedarred to in section 41 or 49a or
permit referred to in section 52(3) or in violatioha regional quota laid down under
section 10 or 41a(4),

shall be sentenced to a fine fananting violationunless the action is punishable under
Chapter 48a, section 1 or 1a of the Penal Codalessi a more severe penalty is laid down for
it in other law.

(2) A sentence for hunting violation is also imposed fgerson who deliberately or through
negligence

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

acts contrary to a restriction due to residentieas, cultivated areas or transport routes
referred to in section 25,

hunts without a permit contrary to a restrictiontbe use of hunting devices or methods
laid down by decree issued under section 34,

transports a hunting weapon contrary to the prdéibibin section 35,

disturbs a game animal contrary to the prohibitiosection 36,

organises a cervid hunt contrary to section 28autta hunting master or hunts contrary
to an order or prohibition issued by a hunting rmasnhder section 28,

acts contrary to a provision on cervid huntingrices or obligation to notify of the
quarry laid down in a decree issued under secioor& condition attached to a cervid
hunting licence under the decree,

acts contrary to a notification obligation laid dow a provision of section 10(1), 41(3)
or decree issued under 41a(4) concerning a hulitiexgce, derogation or regional quota
or an order included in a hunting licence or detiogaby virtue of the decree,

hunts without using the equipment laid down fovaehunting by decree issued under
section 30,

as a hunting master fails to perform a task lamrdéor him or her by decree issued
under section 30,

10) hunts or act as a hunting master without havind e game management fee laid down

in the Act on the Game Management Fee and Huniicgnce Fee (616/1993),

11) acts as a shooter without having passed the slyoietsh laid down in section 21,
12) fails to present the hunting card or shooting testificate in the manner laid down in

section 22 or

13) hunts or acts as hunting master contrary to a hgmtiohibition imposed under Chapter

48a, section 6 of the Penal Code.
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Section 75 Violation of provisions laid down in the HuntingtAc
(516/2002)
(1) A person who deliberately or through negligence

1) causes damage to a game animal or disturbs itegnaiesting or young during a closed
season laid down by decree issued under sectidr),37(

2) enters a game reserve without permission contoaayréstriction or prohibition issued
under section 39,

3) imports or releases to the wild a bird or mammakggs of foreign origin or a game
animal strain of foreign origin or brings an anirfraim the Province of Aland to other
parts of Finland or releases such an animal tevitiein other parts of Finland without
the permit laid down in section 42 or contrarytie tonditions of the permit,

4) fails to observe a prohibition or restriction comieg the sale of game laid down by
decree issued under section 43,

5) captures or kills an unprotected animal withoueempt contrary to the prohibition laid
down in section 49 or provision of a decree isswsder section 50,

6) keeps a dog loose contrary to the prohibition ¢idn in sections 51-53 or

7) abandons or deserts a cat contrary to the providigection 85;

shall be sentenced, unless a more severe peoaltyef action is laid down in other law, to a

fine for theviolation of the provisions of the Hunting Act

(2) A person who renders a hunting device inoperationatherwise disturbs a hunt in order to
prevent or hamper another person’s legal huntimgraoy to section 31 are also sentenced for
violating the provisions of the Hunting Act.

Section 76 Hlegal hunting and concealment of illegal quarry

(516/2002)

(1) The penalty for illegal hunting is laid down in Qiter 28, section 10 of the Penal Code.

(2) The penalty for concealment of illegal quarry (poet game) is laid down in Chapter 48a,
section 4 and 4a of the Penal Code. (234/2011)

Section 77 has been repealed by 516/2002

Section 78 Hunting prohibition

(516/2002)

(1) Provisions on hunting prohibition are laid dowrhapter 48a, section 6 of the Penal Code.

(2) A new hunting card is not issued to a person torwhdunting prohibition has been imposed
during the term of the prohibition.

Section 78a Notification by a court of justice on hunting prbhion

(386/2010)

(1) A court of justice must notify the keeper of thgister of hunters and the police of the
domicile of the person to whom a prohibition hasrberdered of a decision by which a
hunting prohibition has been ordered.

(2) Where necessary, provisions on the obligation aftcof justice to make the notification by
entering the information on the decision to theislen notification system of the national
information system of the judicial administrationby delivering the information to the Legal
Register Centre to be forwarded to the keeperefelgister of hunters and the police of the
domicile of the person to whom a prohibition hasrberdered are issued by Decree of the
Ministry of Justice. The provisions laid down iretAct on the National Information System
of the Judicial Administration (372/2010) and undexpply to making the entry and
delivering the information.
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Section 79 -€Compensation to a holder of the hunting right

(1) If a game animal has been hunted without the peranf the holder of the hunting right of
the area or otherwise in violation of the huntiight of another party in circumstances where
the other party was entitled to hunt or take thm@animal concerned, the party whose rights
have been infringed is entitled to claim, accordim@is or her preference, either the game
animal or its value regardless of whether the Imgntias been contrary to this Act for other
reasons as well. The value of the game animaltesiéned on the basis of the guideline
values for live game animals established by theid¢hy of Agriculture and Forestry.

Section 80 Forfeiture

(876/2001)

(1) If a game animal has been hunted contrary to theigions of this Act or a decree issued
under it and no other party was entitled to hurtbke the game animal concerned, the animal
or its value is adjudged forfeit to the State. Vhakie of the game animal is determined in the
manner laid down in section 79. Otherwise the miovis of Chapter 10, sections 1-4 and 6-11
of the Penal Code (39/1889) shall be complied as#lapplicable.

(2) If the hunting of a game animal referred to in gdti®n 1 requires a hunting licence under
section 26, the hunter must at the same time bereddo pay the neglected hunting licence
fee to the State. (159/2011)

(3) If an unprotected animal has been captured orckdtntrary to the provisions of this Act or a
decree issued under it, the provisions of Chaflesfthe Penal Code must be complied with
as regards forfeiture.

(4) Chapter 10, section 4(1)(1) of the Penal Code apmnly if the criminal offence on which
forfeiture is based is an action referred to irtisac/2 or a deliberate action referred to in
section 75(5). (516/2002)

Section 81 Hlegal hunting device

(1) If a person performing supervision of the Huntingt feferred to in section 88 encounters a
prohibited hunting device or a hunting device seteady for hunting in a prohibited or
unauthorised manner, he or she may confiscaterd@nater it inoperational. The police must be
notified of a hunting device which has been coritied or the device must be forwarded to the
police for storage without delay.

(2) Further provisions on the returning to the ownerghe disposition of hunting devices which
have been confiscated or are being kept in stdrgdle police are issued by decree.

Section 82 Right to institute criminal proceedings

(474/2011)

(1) If in consequence of a hunting violation or a vima of the provisions of the Hunting Act
only the rights of a private party have been viedata public prosecutor may not prosecute
unless the injured party notifies that criminalgeedings should be instituted.

Chapter 11 -Miscellaneous provisions

Section 83 The right of ownership of a game animal found dead

(159/2011)

(1) A game animal found dead belongs to the holdehe@hunting right of the area if the said
person has the right to hunt the same game anpeales in the area.

(2) If a game animal referred to in subsection 1 wagduiby virtue of a hunting licence, the
holder of the hunting right of the area is entitleckeep the animal if he or she so desires
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provided that he or she has the same kind of hgiitence. In other cases the animal belongs
to its hunter.

(3) If no party holds the hunting right or hunting inm® for the game animal, a game animal
found dead may not be taken into possession, uatasswise provided below.

Section 83a -berogations to the right of ownership of a gamenzalifound dead

(159/2011)

(1) If a grey seal or Baltic ringed seal is found demfishing gear in a marine area, it belongs to
the owner of the gear.

(2) If a cervid, roe deer or wild boar has been killetraffic or put down due to a traffic accident,
it belongs to the game management associatiorearéa where the accident took place.

(3) Antlers shed by cervids belong to the person whdsfithem.

Section 83b Right to bury or dispose of a dead game animal

(159/2011)

(1) If a game animal found dead causes inconveniehegadrty suffering from the inconvenience
may bury the game animal or dispose of it at hisesrown cost.

Section 83c Notification obligation concerning a dead game aalim

(159/2011)

(1) A wolverine, lynx, bear, other and wolf that is fmldead must be notified without delay to
the research institute which carries out game rekeand the game management association
of the area. A dead animal or parts of it may Heveeed to the research institute upon its
consent and at its cost.

(2) A game animal found dead referred to in sectioi2BB(ust be notified without delay to the
holder of the hunting right and the game managem&suciation of the area.

(3) Further provisions on making the notification asued by Government Decree.

Section 84 Jreatment of an animal which is in a helpless state

(1) Efforts must be made to help an animal referred this Act which is ill, injured, or
otherwise in a helpless state or to notify the avafdéhe area, holder of the hunting right, or
the police of the matter.

(2) If the animal is in such a condition that keepinglive would apparently cause it an
unreasonable degree of suffering, the finder maypwn the animal even if the finder is not
entitled to capture or kill the animal in questiarthe area or if the animal is protected at the
time.

(3) The provisions laid down in this Chapter concerrangnals found dead apply to an animal
which has been put down.

Section 85 Jaking care of a cat
(1) Abandoning and deserting a cat acquired as a pebisbited.

Section 86 -Claiming possession of a dead unprotected animal
(1) A dead unprotected animal may be kept by the pesdunfound it.

Section 87 -Compensation for damage caused by game animals

(106/2009)

(1) Provisions on compensations for damages causedrbg gnimals are laid down in the Game
Animal Damages Act (105/2009).
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Section 88 -Supervision of the compliance with the law

(1) The police, Border Guard, customs authorities amttihg wardens referred to in the Wildlife
and Game Administration Act are responsible foresuising in their respective jurisdictions
that the provisions concerning hunting are comphéd. (159/2011)

(2) In State-owned areas, the compliance with the sasupervised by officials to whom the
supervision task is laid down or designated.

(3) A landowner or holder of the hunting right is detitto supervise the compliance with this
Act in their own area.

(4) If an obligation based on provisions issued in A&gsor under it is neglected, the Regional
State Administrative Agency may, on the notificatmf a supervisory authority or an
association referred to in this Act or on the agadlon of the party whose right or privilege the
matter concerns, order the neglecting party tol filié obligation subject to a threat of fine or
threat that the neglected obligation is orderetifred at the neglecter’'s expense. (1469/2009)

Section 89 has been repealed by 159/2011.

Section 90 Provisions on rectification and appeal

(159/2011)

(1) Provisions on making a claim for rectificatiand appeal of the decision made by the
Finnish Wildlife Agency and game management assoaiare laid down in the Act on
Game Management Administration. In a matter conngra derogation referred to in
section 41 above the right to appeal is also held tegistered local or regional
association the purpose of which is to promoteneabu environmental protection.

Section 91 +urther provisions
Further provisions on the implementation of thid Are issued by decree.

Section 92 Entry into force

(1) This Act enters into force on 1 August 1993.

(2) This Act repeals the Hunting Act of 13 April@®(290/1962), with subsequent
amendments.

Section 93 Jransitional provisions

(1) A registered weapon the use of which was altbiethe Act repealed by this Act for
hunting purposes but is now prohibited by secti®(Lg7) may be used in hunting for a
period of three years from the entry into forceha$ Act.

(2) If the rules of procedure of the Hunters’ Cah@rganization, game management districts,
and game management associations ratified prithret@ntry into force of this Act include
provisions contrary to this Act, the provisiongloé Act shall be complied with. The rules
of procedure must nevertheless be amended to eoréothe Act without delay, but no
later than within two years of the entry into foafethis new Act. An election carried out
prior to the entry into force of this Act remaimsforce for the period for which the person
has been elected for the position or task.

(3) Hunting lease contracts made and hunting penssued prior to the entry into force of
this Act remain in force. Permits issued by auttesiunder the Act repealed by this Act
remain in force.

4) Decisions issued by a State Provincial Offinder section 30(2) of the Act repealed by
this Act remain in force, but not longer than uttigé end of 1995.



