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 � 'HFUHH�
� RQ�WKH�8VH�RI�9HKLFOHV�RQ�WKH�5RDG� 
 (1257/1992, amendments up to 791/2005 included) 
 
 
 Chapter 1 
 
� 6FRSH�RI�DSSOLFDWLRQ�DQG�GHILQLWLRQV 
 
 Section 1 (1243/2002) 
 
� 6FRSH�RI�DSSOLFDWLRQ 
 
 1. The provisions of this Decree shall apply to vehicular traffic on the road on such vehicles to 
which the Vehicle Act (1090/2002) is applicable. 
 2. This Decree shall apply to military vehicles, with the exception of armoured vehicles, if not 
otherwise provided by a Decree of the Ministry of Defence and pursuant to the Vehicle Act. 
 3. Separate provisions shall be issued on the implementation of this Decree to special 
transportation. 
 
 Section 2 (1243/2002) 
 
� 'HILQLWLRQV 
 
 1. The provisions of Vehicle Act and provisions issued under it shall apply to definition of 
vehicles, vehicle categories, masses and dimensions.  
 2. &RQGLWLRQHG�YHKLFOH means any vehicle whose fixed or movable superstructures are specially 
equipped for the carriage of goods at controlled temperatures and whose side walls, inclusive of 
insulation, are each at least 45 mm thick.  
 3. &RQQHFWHG�PDVV means the maximum total mass of the towed vehicle permissible when 
coupled to the towing vehicle. The mass on the fifth wheel coupling or on the drawbar coupling of 
towing vehicle is not, however, regarded as part of the connected mass of semi-trailer or centre-
axle trailer. 
 4. ,QGLYLVLEOH�ORDG means a load that cannot, for the purpose of the carriage by road, be divided 
into two or more loads without undue expense or risk of damage and which owing to its 
dimensions or mass cannot be carried by a motor vehicle, trailer, road train or articulated vehicle 
without exceeding the generally allowable limits for masses or dimensions. 
 5. For the purposes of this Decree "Ministry" means the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications.  
 
 Chapter 2 
 
� 8VH�DQG�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�YHKLFOHV 
 
 Section 3 (1243/2002) 
 
� 6SHHG�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�YHKLFOH�FDWHJRULHV 
 
 1. The maximum permissible speed on the road for a motor vehicle without a trailer is:  
 a) 80 km/h for a light commercial vehicle, lorry and special vehicle (category N), as well as 
camping vehicle, hearse and maintenance vehicle of category M; 
 b) 100 km/h for a light commercial and special vehicle (category N1) as well as a veterinary 
vehicle, camping vehicle, hearse and maintenance vehicle with an unladen mass not exceeding 1.8 
tonnes and having the initial entry into service in 1981 or later, or with an unladen mass not 
exceeding 1.875 tonnes and having the initial entry into service in 1995 or later; 
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 c) 100 km/h for a light commercial vehicle (category N1) as well as a veterinary vehicle, 
camping vehicle, hearse and maintenance vehicle fitted with anti-locking brakes and at least the 
driver’s seat with airbag;  
 d) 80 km/h for a bus (category M2 and M3), however 100 km/h, if there are no standing 
passengers in the bus and it has been approved in the inspection to be used at this speed; 
 e) 60 km/h for a motor vehicle having at least one of its axles unsprung; this limitation shall 
however not concern a motorcycle whose original model has a back wheel unsprung (categories L3e 
and L4e), ; 
 f) 45 km/h for a moped (category L1e and L2e) and a light quadricycle (category L6e), however 25 
km/h for a low-power moped; 
 g) 40 km/h for a power-driven work machine and a tractor other than a traffic tractor as well as a 
motor sledge, however 60 km/h for a snowmobile on a snowmobile route; 
 h) 50 km/h for a traffic tractor; 
 i) 20 km/h for a vehicle fitted with track chains of iron or with wheels other than those equipped 
with pneumatic tyres.  
 2. In order to be approved for the maximum speed of 100 km/h a bus shall fulfil the following 
conditions: 
 a) it is fitted with anti-locking brakes; 
 b) it is fitted with tyres which are approved by the tyre manufacturer for the speed of at least 100 
km/h without a restriction for the period of use; 
 c) the engine power is at least 11 kW per each ton of the total mass; 
 d) the seats are equipped with head restraints; 
 e) the driver's seat and the passenger seats which have no other seat or other corresponding 
obstacle in front of them are equipped with safety belts; 
 f) the driver's seat is protected at the rear; 
 g) the luggage can be attached firmly; 
 h) the range of a tachograph shall extend at least to the speed of 125 km/h; and 
 i) it is equipped at the rear with a round plate having a black border of 20 millimetres in width 
and a diameter of 240 millimetres and marked on yellow background with a figure "100" by black 
numbers of 120 millimetres in height. 
 3. The highest permissible speed on the road for a motor vehicle coupled to a towed vehicle is: 
 a) 80 km/h for an automobile (categories M and N), motorcycle (categories L3e and L4e), a three-
wheel vehicle and a quadricycle (categories L5e and L7e), however 60 km/h for an automobile 
coupled to a brakeless towed vehicle with a total mass exceeding 0.75 tonnes, and 60 km/h for an 
automobile, motorcycle, three-wheel vehicle and a quadricycle coupled to an unsprung towed 
vehicle; 
 b) 45 km/h for a moped (categories L1e and L2e) and a light quadricycle (category L6e), however 
25 km/h for a low-power moped; 
 c) 40 km/h for a power-driven work machine, a tractor other than a traffic tractor, a motor sled, 
and other off-road vehicle, however 60 km/h for a snowmobile when it is driven on a snowmobile 
route and the trailer is not used for the carriage of passengers; 
 d) 50 km/h for a traffic tractor; and 
 e) 20 km/h for a vehicle combination fitted with track chains of iron or with other wheels than 
those equipped with pneumatic tyres. (544/2003) 
 4. When a motor vehicle is towed on its own wheels or with the help of a dolly the highest 
permissible speed is 60 km/h unless lower speed is provided or prescribed for either of these 
vehicles. 
 5. A motor powered vehicle, when driven on a road, may not exceed the maximum speed 
prescribed by an authority for the reasons of vehicle structure or oversize load in respect to the 
structure or to the equipment. 
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 Section 4 
 
� 3URKLELWLRQ�RI�XQQHFHVVDU\�DQG�GLVWXUELQJ�GULYLQJ 
 
 Unnecessary and disturbing driving on built-up areas is prohibited. The route taken by the 
vehicle and the manner of driving on built-up areas shall also otherwise be such that they do not 
cause undue disturbance. 
 
 Section 5 (1243/2002) 
 
� 3URKLELWLRQ�RI�XQQHFHVVDU\�LGOLQJ�RI�PRWRU�YHKLFOHV 
 
 1. If a motor vehicle is stationary for a reason other than an obligatory traffic obstruction, the 
engine must not run for more than two minutes. When the temperature is below -15 °C, the engine 
may run for a maximum of four minutes before the vehicle is driven. However, the engine of a 
tractor, power-driven work machine or a work machine on an automobile chassis may be run 
before starting to work with a vehicle or a machine for a period necessary to warm up the vehicle. 
 2. This prohibition shall not apply to an emergency vehicle in urgent duty nor other vehicle used 
by the police in official duty, nor a vehicle lined up for an exhaust emission test of a 
roadworthiness inspection. The prohibition shall also not apply to a vehicle the principal use of 
which requires the operation of an engine or an accessory, such as a refuse press, compressor, 
pump or lifting table that, as a precondition, requires the operation of the engine. 
 
    Section 6 (1243/2002) 
 
� 'HURJDWLRQV�IURP�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�ZHDU��
� VDIHW\�EHOW�RU�SURWHFWLYH�KHOPHW 
 
 1. The obligation to wear safety belt as provided for in the Road Traffic Act (267/81)  shall not 
apply to: 
 a) a policeman or an employee of a prison administration in official duty while in such duty that 
the wearing of safety belt might constitute a danger or considerable disadvantage; 
 b) an inspector inspecting the roadworthiness of a vehicle; 
 c) a mail carrier, a newspaper carrier or a person delivering other goods to several places, when 
the continuous driving distance is not more than 100 metres and the wearing of safety belt 
constitutes considerable disadvantage; or 
 d) a driver of a passenger vehicle or a bus or coach used for passenger transport subject to 
permit. 
 2. The obligation to wear a protective helmet as provided for in the Road Traffic Act shall not 
apply to: 
 a) a driver or a passenger of a three-wheel moped (category L2e), a three-wheel vehicle (category 
L5e), a light quadricycle (category L6e) or a quadricycle (category L7e) with an enclosed cabin; 
 b) a driver or a passenger of a two-wheel motorcycle (category L3e) or a moped (category L1e) 
fitted with seat belts and a protective bar or a roof when the driver or the passenger is covered by 
the bar or roof; 
 c) a driver of a motorcycle or a moped designed for the use of an invalid; 
 d) a person in traffic enforcement or other official duty, if the wearing of protective helmet 
disturbs the performance of this duty; 
 e) an inspector inspecting a motorcycle or a moped; 
 f) a person driving or riding a snowmobile for the care of reindeer or forest, maintenance of 
power transmission, or telecommunications network or inspection of network;  
 g) a passenger of a snowmobile in a trailer with an enclosed cabin; or 
 f) a person driving or riding on a museum motorcycle or a museum moped during an arranged 
driving event. 
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Section 6 a (573/1994) 
 

5HOHDVH�IURP�DQ�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�ZHDU�VDIHW\�EHOW�RQ�DFFRXQW�RI�PHGLFDO�UHDVRQV 
 
 
A person who has been released from the obligation to wear safety belt on account of medical 
reasons must carry a medical certificate during the drive and present it to the police at request. The 
certificate shall state its period of validity and it shall contain the following symbol: 
 
A medical certificate issued in another EEA state as referred to above in subsection 1 is valid also 
in Finland. 
Ministry of  Social Affairs and Health may issue regulations concerning  the medical certificate and 
establish the form of the certificate.  
 
 Section 7 (416/2005) 
 
� 8VH�RI�D�WDFKRJUDSK 
 
 1. Council Regulation (EEC) No 3820/85 on the harmonization of certain social legislation 
relating to road transport�need not be followed nor a tachograph be used in the following cases: 
 a) in vehicles used for transporting animal refuse or other carcasses than ones used as food; 
 b) in vehicles used for transporting living animals from farms to local market or slaughterhouses 
and back; 
 c) in vehicles used in local market as sales premises or for door-to-door sales or for mobile 
banking, money exchange or depositing, religious ceremonies, borrowing of books, records or 
cassettes, cultural events or exhibitions and which are especially equipped for this kind of activity; 
 d) in vehicles used for transporting such materials or equipment, which the driver needs in his 
work within a distance of 50 kilometres from the regular location site of the vehicle, if transporting 
this type of a vehicle is not the main occupation of its driver; 
 e) in vehicles used solely on islands with area of no more than 2 300 square kilometres, which 
are not connected by a bridge, ford or tunnel trafficable by motor vehicles to the continent; 
 f) in vehicles used in drive training for acquiring a driver’s licence; nor 
 g) in tractors used solely for agriculture and forestry. 
 h) in vehicles used in private, non-commercial passenger transport, which are in terms of their 
structure or equipment fitted for transport of a maximum of 17 passengers including the driver and 
meant for such transport. 
 2. The Finnish Vehicle Administration may grant an exemption from using a tachograph for a 
maximum period of 30 days. 
 
 Section 7 a (416/2005) 
 
� ,QVSHFWLRQ�RI�D�WDFKRJUDSK 
 
 1. Provisions on inspectors of a tachograph referred to in Chapter VI of Annex 1 and in Chapter 
VI of Annex I B of the Council Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 on recording equipment in road 
transport are issued in section 4 of the Government Decree on the purchase, instalment and repair 
of transport equipment (1247/2002) and in section 87 of the Vehicle Act. 
 2. A signed certificate, which shall be carried in the vehicle and presented at request to a traffic 
controlling authority, shall be issued about the inspection. 
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Section 7 b (1243/2002) 

 
&HUWDLQ�FKHFNLQJ�SURFHGXUHV�DQG�QRWLILFDWLRQV 

 
1. The police and administration of occupational safety and health are in charge of checking as 
referred to in Council Directive 88/599/EEC  on standard checking procedures for the 
implementation of Regulation (EEC) No 3820/85 on the harmonization of certain social legislation 
relating to road transport and Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 on recording equipment in road 
transport. Primarily, the police are responsible for checking on the road and administration of 
occupational safety and health for checking in companies. 
 2. Notifications and information referred to in the Directive mentioned above in subsection 1 as 
well as in the Regulations referred to in the Directive name are issued by the Ministry regarding its 
administrative sector, and the Vehicle Administration in accordance with instructions from the 
Ministry, if necessary.  
 3. A report referred to in the  Regulation on the harmonization of certain social legislation 
relating to road transport to the Commission shall be produced by administration of occupational 
safety and health. 
 
 Section 8 
 
� 8VH�RI�UDGLR�DQG�WHOHYLVLRQ�UHFHLYHUV 
 
 (Subsection 1 has been repealed by the Act 1243/2002) 
 2. Use of radio or television receivers or other sound reproducers in a passenger car (category 
M1) used for charter passenger traffic requiring permit and in a bus (category M2 and M3) used for 
scheduled traffic is prohibited, if the use disturbs a passenger. 
 
 Section 9 
 
� 6WHHULQJ�GHYLFH 
 
 The parts of the steering device shall be so adjusted and maintained as to prevent unnecessary 
looseness or tightness. 
 
 Section 10 
 
� %UDNHV 
 
 1. The braking devices shall be maintained so adjusted that they are unladen when a pedal or 
other control device is in the rest position, and when the brakes are laden the control device has 
still enough clearance in the direction of the load. 
 2. Only such fluid shall be used as brake fluid that it does not become harmfully viscous at the 
temperature of -40°C and it shall also otherwise be suitable for the purpose. The boiling point of 
brake fluid shall be not less than 200°C. 
 
 Section 11 (1243/2002) 
 
� 8VH�RI�DQ�RII�URDG�YHKLFOH�RQ�WKH�URDG 
 
 1. A motor sledge or an off road vehicle with wheels may be driven on the road when crossing a 
road or a bridge. If the transport operation or topographic conditions cause unreasonable 
difficulties to drive in the terrain, or if it is deemed to be necessary for crossing a road safely, a 
motor sledge or an off-road vehicle with wheels may otherwise temporarily be driven on the road 
observing due caution. In such a case, a motor sledge shall primarily be driven on the unploughed 
part of the road.  



 

 

 

 
 

6 
 2. A combination comprising an agricultural tractor and a sleigh may be used on the road only 
exceptionally, provided that it constitutes no danger or discomfort to other traffic. A sleigh may be 
loaded up to the amount permitted by the conditions and the road safety. 
 
 Section 12 
 
� 7KH�XVH�RI�WKH�HPHUJHQF\�VZLWFK�RI�D�VQRZPRELOH 
 
 An emergency switch shall be attached to the driver of a snowmobile before starting the engine, 
if the operating principle requires the attachment of the emergency switch. Such an emergency 
switch shall be kept attached during the driving. 
 
 Section 13 (1243/2002) 
 
� 6WHHULQJ�D[OH 
 
 A steering axle of a trailer or an automobile with a total mass exceeding 3.5 tonnes fitted with a 
device used either from the driver’s seat or an automatic device that directly locks the steering, 
shall be kept locked when driving at a speed exceeding 60 km/h. 
 
 Section 14 
 
� 7RZLQJ�D�YHKLFOH 
 
 1. When a vehicle, which cannot or must not be driven by means of its own propulsion, is towed 
with a tow-rope or tow-bar the distance between the towed vehicle and the towing vehicle shall be 
at least 3 metres and not more than 6 metres. A clearly visible flag shall be attached to the middle 
part of the tow-rope or the tow-bar. A vehicle with the brakes out of order may be towed only with 
a bar, a boom or a dolly and a vehicle with the steering out of order may be towed only when lifted 
to rest upon a boom or with a dolly. 
 2. Simultaneous towing of two vehicles with the same towing vehicle is prohibited. Towed 
vehicle must not be heavier than the towing vehicle without a compelling reason. The driver of a 
towed vehicle shall be a holder of a driving licence authorizing him to drive such a vehicle. 
 
 Chapter 3 
 
� 8VH�RI�W\UHV�DQG�VWXGV 
 
 Section 15 
 
� 7\UHV�RI�DOO�YHKLFOHV 
 
 Vehicles shall be equipped with tyres and rims required by its registered total mass and masses 
on axles. Tyres with fabric clearly visible or tyres which are in apparent danger of exploding must 
not be used. 
 
 Section 16 (1243/2002) 
 
� 7\UHV�RI�DXWRPRELOHV��WUDLOHUV�EH�FRXSOHG�
� WR�DXWRPRELOH�DQG�WRZHG�GHYLFHV 
 
 1. Tyres, whose unbalance can disturb steering, shall not be used in the front wheels of an 
automobile. The tread depth of main grooves of the tyres of an automobile, a trailer coupled to an 
automobile and a towed device with a maximum permitted speed exceeding 40 km/h shall be not 
less than 1,6 mm. For axles with twin wheels this requirement shall not apply to both wheels. Main 



 

 

 

 
 

7 
grooves shall mean wide grooves on the centre-line of the tread covering about three fourths of the 
tread width. 
 2. For a passenger car (category M1) with a total mass not exceeding 3.5 tonnes, a light 
commercial vehicle (category N1), a special vehicle with a total mass not exceeding 3.5 tonnes and 
a trailer with a total mass exceeding 0.75 tonnes but not exceeding 3.5 tonnes (category O2) winter 
tyres shall be used during December, January and February. The tread depth of main grooves of 
winter tyres shall be at least 3.0 mm. Winter tyres are not required: 
 a) for both wheels of twin wheels; 
 b) during temporary transfers of not more than 20 kilometres relating to the manufacture, import, 
trade, repair or roadworthiness test of an automobile or its trailer (13 November 1998/829); 
 c) for a museum vehicle; and 
 d) in the case of an automobile or a trailer coupled to it for which suitable winter tyres are not 
available.  
 3. In the case of a passenger car, light commercial vehicle (category M1 and N1) and trailer 
(category O1 and O2) and special automobile with a total mass not exceeding 3,5 tonnes, the tyres 
fitted on the same axle shall have similar dimensions, structures and technical characteristics. 
When tyres other than radial-ply tyres are used in such an automobile or trailer, they shall be fitted 
on each wheel. In addition it is not permitted on the same axle of another automobile, trailer or 
towed device to use tyres, which differ in essential characteristics so as to constitute harm or 
danger. 
 4. When a spare tyre must be used temporarily in an automobile or trailer coupled to it due to 
tyre failure, the provisions of subsections 2 and 3 shall not apply to it. The vehicle shall then be 
driven observing extra caution. 
 5. In the case of a passenger car (category M1) or trailer with a total mass not exceeding 3,5 
tonnes (category O1 or O2), the pressure of pneumatic tyres must not, without any particular reason, 
differ from the recommendations in respect to the pressure corresponding to the loading condition 
of the vehicle as defined by the tyre or the vehicle manufacturer by more than 20 per cent 
downwards. 
 
 Section 17 (1243/2002) 
 
� 8VH�RI�DQWL�VNLG�GHYLFHV�LQ�W\UHV�RI�DXWRPRELOHV�
� DQG�WRZHG�YHKLFOHV�FRXSOHG�WR�WKHP 
 
 1. The tyres of an automobile and towed vehicle coupled to it may be equipped with studs, snow 
chains or other equivalent anti-skid devices, which do not essentially damage the surface of the 
road. Studded tyres may be used from 1 November to 31 March or to the seventh day following 
Easter Monday, whichever occurs later. Outside this period studded tyres may be used in 
emergency vehicles, off road vehicles and trailers used by military forces, construction and road 
maintenance vehicles and trailers and haulage automobiles. Studded tyres may be used outside the 
abovementioned period also during temporary transfers relating to the trade, repair and 
roadworthiness inspection of automobiles or towed vehicles and in all automobiles and towed 
vehicles when the weather or road conditions that require. 
 2. In the case of a trailer with a total mass exceeding 0,75 tonnes but not exceeding 3,5 tonnes 
(category O2) studded tyres shall be used, if the towing vehicle is equipped with studded tyres. 
 3. When studded tyres are used in a passenger car, light commercial vehicle (category M1 and 
N1) or in a trailer with a total mass not exceeding 3.5 tonnes (category O1 and O2), they shall be 
fitted on each wheel, with the exception of both wheels of twin wheels. The number of studs in 
different tyres of a vehicle may differ by not more than 25 per cent from the number of studs in the 
tyre, which has most studs. 
 4. When a spare tyre must be used temporarily in an automobile or towed vehicle coupled to it 
due to tyre failure, the provisions of this Section shall not apply to it. The vehicle shall then be 
driven observing extra caution. 
 5. In the case of a used studded tyre of a passenger vehicle or a light lorry the studs must not 
project more than 2.0 mm. The studs of a used lorry tyre must not project more than 2.5 mm.  
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 6. The Vehicle Administration may grant a single vehicle a derogation from the provision of 
subsection 1 on permitted period of the use of studded tyres.  
 
 Section 18  (1243/2002) 
 
� 7\UHV�DQG�DQWL�VNLG�GHYLFHV�RI�YHKLFOHV�LQ�FDWHJRU\�/�
� DQG�WUDLOHUV�FRXSOHG�WR�WKHP 
 
 1. The tread depth of the main grooves shall be not less than 1.0 mm. A tyre, whose unbalance 
can disturb steering, shall not be used in the front wheel of a motorcycle (category L3e and L4e) or a 
three-wheel vehicle (category L5e). 
 2. In the case of a motorcycle, moped, three-wheel vehicle, a quadricycle and a light quadricycle 
and their trailers, tyres shall have rough tread patterns, which are suitable for winter conditions 
during the period referred to in Section 16 (2). The derogations granted for the vehicles from the 
obligation to use winter tyres as provided for in the mentioned subsection shall also, where 
appropriate, apply to motorcycles, mopeds, three-wheel vehicles, quadricycles and light 
quadricycles and to their trailers. 
 3. The use of anti-skid devices in the case of a motorcycle, moped, three-wheel vehicle, 
quadricycle and light quadricycle and their trailers is permitted under conditions set for a passenger 
car in Section 17. 
 
 Section 19 
 
� $QWL�VNLG�GHYLFHV�RI�DJULFXOWXUDO�WUDFWRUV��SRZHU�GULYHQ�ZRUN�
� PDFKLQHV��RII�URDG�YHKLFOHV�DQG�WKHLU�WUDLOHUV 
 
 Tyres and track chains of an agricultural tractor, a power-driven work machine, an off road 
vehicle and their trailer may be equipped with studs, snow chains or other equivalent anti-skid 
devices which do not essentially damage the surface of the road. 
 
    Section 19 a   (955/1993) 
 

0D[LPXP�PDVVHV�DQG�WRWDO�PDVVHV�RQ�D[OH�RU�ERJLH�RI�D�YHKLFOH�RU�
��YHKLFOH�FRPELQDWLRQ 

 
 When transporting a vehicle or vehicle combination on the road, the mass on axle or bogie or 
the total mass of the vehicle may not exceed the value entered in the vehicle register. Total mass of 
a vehicle combination may not exceed the sum of total masses of the towing and the towed vehicle 
entered in the register nor the total mass permitted to the combination in the cases when it is lower 
than the said sum.  
 
 Chapter 4 
 
�0DVVHV�DQG�PDLQ�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�YHKLFOHV�DQG�YHKLFOH�FRPELQDWLRQV�ZKHQ�D�YHKLFOH�UHJLVWHUHG�
RU�SXW�LQWR�FLUFXODWLRQ�LQ�DQ�(($�VWDWH�LV�XVHG�LQ�)LQODQG (670/1997) 
 
 Section 19 b  (1243/2002) 
 

8VH�LQ�)LQODQG�RI�D�YHKLFOH�UHJLVWHUHG�RU�SXW�LQWR�FLUFXODWLRQ�LQ�DQ�(($�VWDWH 
 
 1. When a vehicle registered or put into circulation in a Member State of the European 
Economic Area (EEA state) is used in Finland, the provisions of this chapter shall apply. 
 2. If the authorised masses for registration and use of a vehicle put into circulation in 1993 or 
later exceed the maximum values provided in the Council Directive 96/53/EC laying down for 
certain road vehicles circulating within the Community the maximum authorised dimensions in 



 

 

 

 
 

9 
national and international traffic and the maximum authorised weights in international traffic: 
 a) at least one axle of a three-axle bogie shall be a steering axle; 
 b) at least one of the bogie axles shall be a steering or mechanically steering axle, if the distance 
between the utmost axles of a towed vehicle exceeds 2.4 metres in a two-axle bogie or 2.8 metres 
in a three-axle bogie; the rearmost axle in a two-axle bogie of the actual trailer shall not, however, 
be a steering axle. 
 3. The sum of the masses directed to the steering axles of a vehicle bogie with three or more 
axles referred to above in subsection 2 may not be more than half of the sum of the masses directed 
to fixed or mechanically steering axles of the bogie. 
 
    Section 20  (670/1997) 
 
� 0DVVHV�RQ�D[OH�DQG�ERJLH�
 
 
 1. When a motor vehicle or a trailer is driven on the road, the mass on its axle 
must not exceed the following values: 
 a) single non-driving axle................................ 
 b) driving axle ........................................... 
 2. When a motor vehicle is driven on the road, the mass on its bogie must not 
exceed the following values: 
 a) tandem-axle when the axle spacing is less than 1,0 metres  
 b) tandem-axle when the axle spacing is not less than 1,0 metres but less than 1,3 
metres ........................................... 
 c) tandem-axle when the axle spacing is not less than 1,3 metres but less than 1,8 
metres ...................................................... 
 d) tandem axle when the axle spacing is not less than 1,3 metres but less than 1,8 
metres and the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or a 
suspension recognized as being equivalent to air suspension or each driving axle is 
fitted with twin tyres and the mass on each axle does not exceed 9,5 tonnes .......... 
 e) tri-axle when the axle spacing is less than 1,3 metres ....................................... 
 f) tri-axle when the axle spacing is not less than 1,3 metres ................................. 
 3. When a trailer is towed on the road, the mass on its bogie must not exceed the 
following values: 
 a) tandem-axle when the axle spacing is less than 1,0 metres  
 b) tandem-axle when the axle spacing is not less than 1,0 metres but less than 1,3 
metres ....................................................... 
 c) tandem-axle when the axle spacing is not less than 1,3 metres but less than 1,8 
metres ............................................. 
 d) tandem-axle when the axle spacing is not less than 1,8 metres 
 e) tri-axle when the axle spacing is not more than 1,3 metres ............................. 
 f) tri-axle when the axle spacing is more than 1,3 metres ..................................... 
 g) bogie with four or more axles .......................................... 
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 Section 21  (670/1997) 
 
� 7RWDO�PDVV�RI�DQ�DXWRPRELOH�
 
 
 1. When a motor vehicle is driven on the road, its total mass must not exceed the 
following values: 
 a) two-axle motor vehicle ........................................... 
 b) three-axle motor vehicle ............................................... 
 c) three-axle motor vehicle, where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air 
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suspension or suspension recognized as being equivalent to air suspension or where 
each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and the mass on each axle does not exceed 
9,5 tonnes ............................................... 
 d) three-axle articulated bus .................................. 
 e) four-axle motor vehicle ............................................. 
 f) four-axle motor vehicle, where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air 
suspension or suspension recognized as being equivalent to air suspension or where 
each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and the mass on each axle does not exceed 
9,5 tonnes ............................................... 
 g) five-axle motor vehicle .......................................................... 

 
 
26 t 
28 t 
31 t 
 
 
 
32 t 
38 t 

 
 2. The total mass of a four-axle or five-axle motor vehicle must not exceed the sum which is 
obtained by adding to 20 tonnes an amount of 270 kg in the case of a four-axle motor vehicle or an 
amount of 350 kg in the case of a five-axle motor vehicle per each 0,10 m by which the distance 
between the outermost axles of the motor vehicle exceeds 1,80 m. 
 3. At least 20 per cent of the mass of the vehicle shall rest on the steered axle(s). When a 
passenger car is laden to registration/in-use maximum permissible mass in accordance with the 
total mass on the rear axle(s), not less than 30 % of the vehicle mass shall rest on the front axle. 
 4. At least 25 % of the mass of a vehicle in category M2, M3 and N shall rest on the driving 
axle(s). 
 

6HFWLRQ����LV�UHSHDOHG�E\�'HFUHH���������� 
 
 Section 23 (533/2004) 
 
� 7RWDO�PDVV�RI�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�FRPSULVLQJ�
� �D�PRWRU�YHKLFOH�DQG�D�WUDLOHU�
 
 
 1. The total mass of a combination comprising a motor vehicle and a trailer must 
not exceed the following values when driven on the road, in which case the mass of 
less than five tonnes resting on the axle shall not be taken into account when 
counting the number of axles: 
 a) articulated vehicle ..................................................... 
 b) combination comprising a motor vehicle and centre-axle trailer ........ 
 c) road train or a combination comprising a motor vehicle, a dolly and a semi-
trailer or a combination comprising a motor vehicle, a semi-trailer and another semi-
trailer coupled to it or a combination comprising a motor vehicle, a semi-trailer and a 
centre-axle trailer 
 - with four axles .................................................................... 
 - with five axles ........................................................................... 
 - with six axles ....................................................................... 
 - with seven or more axles ........................................................... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
48 t 
44 t 
 
 
 
36 t 
44 t 
53 t 
60 t 
 
 

 ����UHSHDOHG�E\����������. 
 3. The total mass of a vehicle combination comprising a motor vehicle and a towed vehicle and 
having a total mass exceeding 44 tonnes must not, however, exceed the value obtained by adding 
270 kilograms to 20 tonnes per each 0.10 metres that exceeds 1.80 metres of the distance between 
the foremost and the rearmost axles of the vehicle or vehicle combination. This rule shall also 
apply to a vehicle combination that comprises a motor vehicle and a semi-trailer exceeding 44 
tonnes, which is a part of a combination referred to in subsection 1 (c). In the case of a motor 
vehicle, whose total mass exceeds 40 tonnes, the distance between the rear axle of the automobile 
and the front axle of the trailer with a total mass exceeding 10 tonnes shall not be less than 3.0 
metres.  
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 Section 24 (326/2004) 
 
� /HQJWK�RI�PRWRU�YHKLFOH��WRZHG�YHKLFOH�DQG�WKHLU�FRPELQDWLRQ�
 
 
 1. The length of a motor vehicle must not exceed the following values: 
 a) bus and coach (categories M2 and M3) .............................................................. 
 however, if with at least three axles……………………………………………… 
     if articulated ...................................................…………………………………… 
 b) other motor vehicle ..............................................................…………………. 

 
 
13.50 m 
15.00 m 
18.75 m 
12.00 m 

 
 2. The length of a trailer shall not exceed the following values: 
 a) semi-trailer and a full trailer as part of vehicle combination of 22,00 m or more: 
 distance from the vertical axis of the fifth wheel king pin or the turning point of 
the front axles to the rear of the trailer ..............................……………………….. 
 distance measured horizontally from the vertical axis of the fifth wheel king pin 
or the turning point of the front axles to any point in the front of trailer ................. 
 b) trailer, excluding the drawbar, other than those referred to in paragraph a  

 
 
12.00 m 
 
2.04 m 
12.50 m 

 3. The length of a vehicle combination shall not exceed the following values: 
a) combination comprising a passenger vehicle or a bus or a coach (category M) and 
a trailer, or comprising a van (category N1) and a trailer  

18.75 m 

 b) combination comprising a lorry (categories N2 and N3) and a semi-trailer and 
vehicle combinations other than those referred to in paragraphs b or c ....... 

 
16.50 m 

 c) combination comprising a motor vehicle and a centre-axle trailer ... 18.75 m 
 - wherefrom the sum of the external lengths of loading areas ................. 15.65 m 
 - and the distance from the front of the loading area of towing vehicle and the rear 
of the loading area of trailer .......................................... 

 
16.40 m 

 d) combination comprising a lorry (categories N2 and N3) and a full trailer with 
two or more axles, or a combination comprising a lorry, a dolly and a semi-trailer as 
well as a combination comprising a lorry, a semi-trailer and a centre-axle or full 
trailer coupled thereto ......................................................................... 
wherefrom the sum of the external lengths of loading areas, taking into account the 
measurement method mentioned in paragraph a of subsection 2 ...... 

 
 
 
25.25 m 
 
21.42 m 

 
4. If a detachable piece of equipment, such as a ski box, is attached to a bus or a coach, the length 
of the bus or coach and the attached piece of equipment shall not exceed the measurements referred 
to in this section. 
 
 Section 25 (230/2002) 
 
� 2WKHU�PDLQ�GLPHQVLRQV 
 
 1. The maximum permitted height of a motor vehicle and trailer is 4.20 m. This height may not 
be exceeded when the vehicle is unloaded and eventual axle-lift device in the lifted position.  
 2. The maximum permitted width of a motor vehicle is 2.60 m. The maximum permitted width 
of a vehicle, excluding thermally insulated vehicle, used in a combination with a fixed structure of 
more than 22.00 m is, however, 2.55 m. The maximum permitted width of a passenger car 
(category M1) is 2.50 m. 
 3. The width of centre-axle trailers and full trailers (categories O3 and O4) having a 
registration/in-service maximum permissible mass of not more than 3.5 tonnes may exceed the 
width of the drawing vehicle by not more than 0.15 metres. The width of a semi-trailer may exceed 
the width measured by the front axle of drawing vehicle by not more than 0.35 m. 
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 Section 26  (326/2004) 
 
� 7XUQLQJ�RI�D�YHKLFOH�FRPELQDWLRQ 
 
 1. A combination of a motor vehicle and a semi-trailer as well as of a motor vehicle and a full 
trailer or a centre-axle trailer not more than 18.75 m long shall be able to turn to either side for a 
complete circular trajectory of 360o inside an area defined by two concentric circles, the outer 
circle having a radius of 12.50 m and the inner circle having a radius of 5.30 m. A semi-trailer 
combination is deemed to comply with this requirement, if the distance from fifth wheel king pin to 
the centre line of the non-steered bogie axles is not greater than 
 
 
 
 
 
where: 
L is semi-trailer’s width. 
 2. A combination of a motor vehicle and a full trailer, which is not more than 22.00 m long shall 
be able to turn within a swept circle having an outer radius of 12.50 m and an inner radius of 5.00 
m. 
 3. A combination more than 22.00 m long comprising a motor vehicle and one or two trailers 
shall be able to turn within a swept circle having an outer radius of 12.50 m and an inner radius of 
2,00 m. The semi-trailer or full trailer of such a combination shall have an efficient axle spacing of 
not more than 8.15 m, measured from the fifth wheel king pin or from the turning point of the front 
axles to the rear axle or to the centre line of the non-steered rear axles. Subject to the provisions of 
this section the axle spacing may be longer, if all the rear axles of the trailer are steering or some of 
the axles are steered or for the purpose of coupling a semi-trailer the rear axles can be moved 
backwards due to a fifth wheel mounted on them. 
 4. If one or more non-steering or non-steered axles are fitted with an axle-lift device, it shall be 
taken into account when measuring the turning capability. 
 
 Section 27  (544/2003) 
 
� $SSOLFDELOLW\�RI�SURYLVLRQV�RQ�PDVVHV�
� DQG�GLPHQVLRQV�WR�RWKHU�YHKLFOHV 
 
 1. Subject to the derogations laid down in the provisions of Sections 28—30, the provisions of 
Section 19 a and Sections  20—25 shall apply to the masses and main dimensions of vehicles and 
vehicle combinations other than those referred to in Sections 20—25. Section 24 (3)(a,c,d) shall 
not, however, apply to a combination comprising a tractor and trailer. 
 2. The total mass of a vehicle having metal tracks shall not exceed 20 tonnes. 
 
 Section 27 a  (1243/2002) 
 
� 0DLQ�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�D�PRWRUF\FOH��PRSHG��WKUHH�ZKHHO�YHKLFOH��TXDGULF\FOH�DQG�OLJKW�TXDGULF\FOH� 
 
 Maximum permissible main dimensions of a motorcycle, moped, three- wheel vehicle, 
quadricycle and a light quadricycle are as follows: 
     a) length..................................................................................  4.0 m 
 b) width...................................................................................  2.0 m 
         a two-wheeled moped (category L1e) however ............... 1.0 m 
 c) height..................................................................................  2.5 m 
 

6HFWLRQ����E�LV�UHSHDOHG�E\�'HFUHH���������� 

 �/������������������ �� ...  
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 Section 28  (774/1994) 
 
� :LGWK�RI�D�F\FOH� 
 
 By way of derogation from the provisions of Section 25 (1) the maximum permissible width of a 
two-wheeled cycle shall be 0,80 metres. In the case of a cycle with more than two wheels the 
maximum permissible width shall be 1,25 metres. 
 
 Section 29 (1243/2002) 
 
� :LGWK�RI�DQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�WUDFWRU��D�SRZHU�GULYHQ�ZRUN�PDFKLQH�
� DQG�D�WRZHG�YHKLFOH�FRXSOHG�WR�WKHP 
 
 1. An agricultural tractor and a power-driven work machine having a width exceeding 2.6 
metres but not exceeding 3.0 metres may be driven on the road for the purpose of transferring an 
agricultural tractor or a power-driven work machine from one workplace to another, or for the 
service of the vehicle. 
 2. When the maximum width of an agricultural tractor is measured, attached implements or 
widening wheels shall not be taken into account. If an agricultural tractor that is more than 2.6 
measured from the widening wheels is driven on the road, lights and reflectors as referred to in 
section 30 (4) that are directed to both front and rear and set to correspond with the greatest width 
shall be attached to the tractor. However, lights expressing the width are only required when the 
tractor is driven on the road at dusk or in the dark or if the weather reduces visibility. If an 
agricultural tractor with attached implements is more than 4.00 metres wide, it may only be driven 
if road equipment do not limit mobility.  
 3. A towed vehicle having a width not exceeding 2.6 metres may be coupled to an agricultural 
tractor even if its width exceeds that of the agricultural tractor. However, an agricultural tractor 
having a width exceeding 2.6 metres may be coupled to a towed device, which is not wider than the 
agricultural tractor provided that the towed device is not driven on the road for a purpose other than 
transferring it from one workplace to another, or for the service of the vehicle. 
 4. A tank trailer that is not more than 3.3 metres wide and is designed to transport and spread  
liquid manure  may be coupled to an agricultural tractor on the condition that when towing a trailer 
that is more than 2.6 metres wide on the road, lights and reflectors as referred to in section 30 (4) 
that are directed to front shall be attached to the tractor and lights and reflectors that are directed to 
rear shall be attached to the trailer. They shall be set to correspond with the greatest width of the 
transportation. Lights and reflectors that are directed to front expressing the greatest width of the 
transportation and that are designed to be attached to a tractor may be attached to the front part of 
the trailer, if they can be seen from the front despite of the width of the tractor. However, lights 
expressing the width are only required when the trailer is driven on the road in the dusk or dark or 
if the visibility is poor due to the weather or some other reason.  
 
 Section 30 (1243/2002) 
 
� 9HKLFOHV�DQG�GHYLFHV�XVHG�IRU�URDG�PDLQWHQDQFH�DQG�IRU�DJULFXOWXUH� 
 
 1. The provisions of Sections 24 and 25 on main dimensions shall not apply to power-driven 
work machines, implements or towed devices used for road maintenance or agriculture. However, 
they if are more than 4.00 metres wide, they may only be driven if road equipment do not limit 
mobility. A power-driven work machine or a device must not, however, cause obvious danger to 
other traffic and all reasonably required measures must be taken in order to remove excess width.  
 2. The excessively wide power-driven work machines, implements and devices shall be marked 
at the front and rear of the vehicle, or at the front of the vehicle and at the rear of the implement in 
the case of a towed implement or device with a plate corresponding by the virtue of its length and 
position to the width of a vehicle or an implement and having alternating red and yellow transverse 
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stripes, which plate has a white reflex reflectors at the front end and red reflex reflectors at the rear 
end. Corresponding markings may be on the vehicle or on the device. 
 3. If the towed device referred to in subsection 1 obstructs the backward visibility of the 
required rear position, stop and direction indicator lamps or reflex reflectors of the vehicle or a 
trailer coupled to it, the device shall be equipped with corresponding lamps and reflex reflectors or 
the lamps shall be fitted to a plate referred to in subsection 2 or the towed device shall be fitted 
with a separate device having the mentioned lamps and reflex reflectors. 
 4. Area of the opening of the additional lights referred to above in Section 29(2, 4) that express 
the greatest width and are designed to be attached to a tractor and its trailer shall be at least 15 W 
and not more than 21 W and they must function simultaneously with the front and rear lights. 
Lights that are directed to front shall show brownish yellow light and lights that are directed to rear 
shall show red light. Additional reflectors expressing the greatest width shall be approximately 100 
mm wide and 200 mm high. Reflectors that are directed to front shall be white or brownish yellow 
and those directed to rear shall be red. Lights and reflectors must be at least 0.35 metres and no 
more than 1.5 metres high, unless the structure of the tractor or trailer otherwise requires.  
 

   Chapter 4 a (670/1997) 
 
0DVVHV�DQG�PDLQ�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�YHKLFOHV�DQG�YHKLFOH�FRPELQDWLRQV�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�WUDIILF 
 
 Section 30 a (670/1997) 
 
� 7KH�XVH�LQ�)LQODQG�RI�D�YHKLFOH�UHJLVWHUHG�RU�SXW�LQWR�FLUFXODWLRQ�LQ�D�QRQ�(($�VWDWH�DQG�WKH�XVH�
� RI�D�)LQQLVK�YHKLFOH�DEURDG 
 
 1. When a vehicle registered or put into circulation in a non-EEA-state is used in Finland, the 
provisions of this chapter shall apply. However, the masses and dimensions of the vehicle referred 
hereto may not exceed the values which are applicable in the state where the vehicle was registered 
or put into circulation. 
 2.  When a vehicle registered in Finland is used in another EEA-state than Finland, the Member 
State in question may apply the masses and main dimensions referred to in this chapter. 
 
 Section 30 b (1243/2002) 
 
� 0DVVHV�RQ�D[OHV�DQG�ERJLHV 
 
1. The maximum mass on an axle shall be: 
  a) single non-driving axle.................................................................................. 10 t 
  b) driving axle ................................................................................................... 11.5 t 
 2. The maximum mass on a tandem-axle of a motor-driven  vehicle shall be 
  a) if the axle spacing is less than 1.0 metre ....................................................... 11.5 t 
 b) if the axle spacing is not less than 1.0 metre but less than 1.3 metres .................... 16 t 
 c) if the axle spacing is not less than 1.3 metres, but less than 1.8 metres ................... 18 t 
 d) if the axle spacing is not less than 1.3 metres, but less than 1.8 metres and the  
driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or a suspension recognized  
as being equivalent to air suspension or if each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and the  
mass on each axle does not exceed 9.5 t........................................................................... 19 t 
 
 3. The maximum mass on a tandem axle of a trailer shall be: 
 a) if the axle spacing is less than 1,0 metres ................................................................ 11 t 
 b) if the axle spacing is not less than 1,0 metres, but less than 1,3 metres .................. 16 t 
 c) if the axle spacing is not less than 1,3 metres, but less than 1,8 metres .................. 18 t 
  d) if the axle spacing is not less than 1,8 metres .............................................. 20 t 
 4. The maximum mass on a tri-axle of a trailer shall be: 
  a) if the axle spacing is not more than 1,3 metres ............................................. 21 t 
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 b) if the axle spacing is more than 1,3 metres, but not more than 1,4 metres .............. 24 t 
 
 Section 30 c  (1243/2002) 
 
� 7RWDO�PDVV�RI�DQ�DXWRPRELOH 
 
1.  The maximum total mass of an automobile shall be: 
 a) two-axle automobile ................................................................................................ 18 t 
 b) three-axle automobile............................................................................................... 25 t 
 however, if the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension  
or a suspension recognized as being equivalent to air suspension or if each  
axle is fitted with twin tyres and the mass on each axle does not exceed 9.5 t................. 26 t 
 c) three-axle articulated bus ........................................................................................ 28 t 
 d) four-axle automobile with two steering axles, if the driving axle is fitted  
with twin tyres and air suspension or a suspension recognized as being equivalent  
to air suspension or if each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and the mass on  
each axle does not exceed 9.5 t ........................................................................................ 32 t 
2. The maximum total mass in tonnes of a four-axle automobile shall be, however, five times the 
distance in metres between the foremost and rearmost axles of the automobile. 
 
 Section 30 d (670/1997) 
 
� 7RWDO�PDVV�RI�D�WUDLOHU 
 
The maximum total mass of a trailer shall be: 
  a) two-axle full trailer or two-axle centre-axle trailer........................................ 18 t 
  b) three-axle full trailer or three-axle centre-axle trailer ................................... 24 t 
 
 Section 30 e  (1243/2002) 
 
� 7RWDO�PDVV�RI�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�FRPSULVLQJ�DQ�DXWRPRELOH�DQG�D�WUDLOHU 
 
1. The maximum total mass of a combination comprising an automobile and trailer shall be: 
 a) combination comprising a two-axle automobile and two-axle trailer ...................... 36 t 
 b) articulated vehicle comprising a two-axle automobile and two-axle semi-trailer, 
if the axle spacing of the semi-trailer is greater than 1.8 metres and the driving axle  
is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or a suspension recognized as being  
equivalent to air suspension.............................................................................................. 38 t 
  c) five- or six-axle combination comprising an automobile and trailer............. 40 t 
however, a three-axle automobile and a two- or three-axle semi-trailer carrying  
a 40-foot ISO-container as a combined transport operation ............................................. 44 t 
 2. When a combination comprising an automobile and a trailer is used in international transport, 
not less than 25 % of the total mass of the combination shall rest on driving axle(s). 
 
 Section 30 f  (1243/2002) 
 
� /HQJWK�RI�DQ�DXWRPRELOH��WUDLOHU�DQG�WKHLU�FRPELQDWLRQ 
 
1. The maximum length of a vehicle shall be: 
 a) bus (categories M2 and M3)...................................................................................... 13.50 m 
 however, at least with three axles................................................................................. 15.00 m 
 however, if articulated.................................................................................................. 18.75 m 
 b) other automobile ...................................................................................................... 12.00 m 
 c) full and centre-axle trailer including coupling devices ............................................ 12.00 m 
 d) semi-trailer measured from the vertical axis of the fifth wheel king pin to  



 

 

 

 
 

16 
the rear of trailer ............................................................................................................... 12.00 m 
 measured horizontally from the vertical axis of the fifth wheel king pin to any point  
at the front of trailer .......................................................................................................... 2. 04 m 
 2. The maximum length of a vehicle combination shall be: 
 a) a combination of an automobile and a semi-trailer .................................................. 16.50 m 
 b) a combination of an automobile and a full or centre-axle trailer ............................. 18.75 m 
wherefrom the sum of the external lengths of the loading areas....................................... 15.65 m 
and the distance from the front of the loading area of the towing vehicle to the rear of  
the loading area of the trailer ............................................................................................ 16.40 m 
 
 Section 30 g (1243/2002) 
 
� 2WKHU�PDLQ�GLPHQVLRQV 
 
1. The maximum height of an automobile and trailer shall be 4.00 metres. 
 2. The maximum width of a passenger car (category M1) shall be 2.50 metres. The maximum 
width of other motor vehicles and trailers shall be 2.55 metres, however that of a conditioned 
vehicle shall be 2.60 metres. When a vehicle registered in Finland is used in another state, that state 
may require that conditioned vehicles shall carry an ATP certificate or ATP certification plate 
provided for in the Agreement (Finnish Treaty Series 48/1981) on the international carriage of 
perishable foodstuffs and on the special equipment to be used for such carriage. 
 3. In the case of a combination comprising a drawing vehicle and a full trailer, the distance 
between the rear axle of the automobile and the front axle of the trailer shall be not less than 3.00 
metres. 
 
 Section 30 h (1243/2002) 
 
� 0DQRHXYUDELOLW\�RI�D�YHKLFOH�FRPELQDWLRQ 
 
A combination of an automobile and a trailer shall be able to turn within a swept circle having an 
outer radius of 12.50 m and an inner radius of at least 5.30 m. 
 
 Chapter 5 
 
� &RXSOLQJ�RI�D�SRZHU�GULYHQ�YHKLFOH�DQG�D�WRZHG�YHKLFOH 
 
 Section 31 (326/2004) 
 
� *HQHUDO�FRQGLWLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�FRXSOLQJ�RI�D�WRZHG�YHKLFOH 
 
 1. Subject to the provisions of this Section, Section 32 (3) or Section 35 (4) only one towed 
vehicle at a time may be coupled to a power-driven vehicle. 
 2. The distribution of masses in a vehicle combination shall be such that the coupling mass of 
the towed vehicle shall not exceed the maximum value prescribed in the coupling rules below. 
 3.Excluding short transfer drives related to the loading and unloading of a vehicle the load of a 
trailer coupled to the rear of a semi-trailer may not result in a situation where the coupling mass of 
the trailer would exceed the mass of the semi-trailer combination towing it. Correspondingly, 
loading of another vehicle combination, excluding a semi-trailer combination, may not result in a 
mass of the trailer that would be more than twice the mass of the towing vehicle. 
 4. The coupling devices between towed and towing vehicle used in a vehicle combination shall 
be appropriate and reliable and designed by the manufacturer of the vehicle and coupling devices 
for the use and load exerted to it. 
 5. A power-driven vehicle and a towed vehicle coupled to it shall be suitable for coupling to 
each other by virtue of their width, length and other coupling dimensions, braking systems, 
electrical systems and other coupling devices. 
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 6. In the case of trailer transport of passengers viewing sights and public events, two or more 
trailers may be coupled to an automobile or a tractor. Maximum length of such vehicle combination 
may not exceed 25.25 meters and the combined coupling mass of trailers may not be more than 
three times the mass of the towing vehicle.  
 
 Section 32 (533/2004) 
 
� 7RZHG�YHKLFOHV�WR�EH�FRXSOHG�WR�D�PRWRU�YHKLFOH 
 
 1. A centre-axle trailer of category O1 or O2 or equivalent towed device may be coupled to a 
passenger car and light commercial vehicle (category M1 and N1) as well as a specialized vehicle. 
 2. A centre-axle trailer or two-axle full trailer may be coupled to a bus and coach (category M2 
and M3). 
 3. If the length of a combination is not more than 22,00 m, a semi-trailer, centre-axle trailer, full 
trailer or a towed machine may be coupled to a lorry (categories N2 and N3). If the length of a 
combination exceeds 22,00 m, a full trailer, a semi-trailer coupled to a dolly, a semi-trailer coupled 
to another semi-trailer or a semi-trailer and a centre-axle trailer coupled to it may be coupled to the 
lorry. In the case of a combination having a fixed structure of more than 22,00 m long, the drawing 
vehicle, dolly if fitted and trailers shall be equipped with anti-locking brakes. A semi-trailer with a 
bogie construction coupled to a dolly shall be fitted with not less than two non-steered axles. 
 

Section 32 a  (1243/2002) 
 

&RXSOLQJ�PDVV�RI�WRZHG�YHKLFOH 
 
 The coupling mass of a towed vehicle shall not be more than the lowest of the following values: 
 a) the technically permissible maximum towable mass based on the construction and 
performance of the vehicle and the strength of the mechanical coupling device; 
 b) if the towed vehicle is not equipped with service brakes, half of the unladen mass of the 
drawing vehicle, however not more than 0.75 tonnes, or in the case of a towed equipment not more 
than half of the actual total mass of the towing vehicle of category N2 or N3; 
 c) if a towed vehicle, which is coupled to an automobile having a registration/in-service 
maximum permissible mass of not more than 3.5 tonnes, is equipped with inertia brakes (overrun 
brakes), the registration/in-service maximum permissible total mass of the drawing vehicle, or if 
the drawing vehicle is of categories M1G or N1G, 1.5 times the registration/in-service maximum 
permissible mass of the drawing vehicle, however, not more than 3.5 tonnes; 
 d) if a trailer, which is coupled to an automobile having a registration/in-service maximum 
permissible mass of more than 3.5 tonnes, is equipped with inertia (overrun brakes), 3.5 tonnes; 
 e) if a towed vehicle other than a semi-trailer or a comparable towed device, which is coupled to 
an automobile, is equipped with a continuous braking system, 1.5 times the registration/in-service 
maximum permissible mass of the drawing vehicle; and 
 f) if trailer(s) is/are coupled to an automobile having a registration/in-service maximum 
permissible mass of more than 3.5 tonnes and thus forming a combination of more than 22.00 
metres, measured without a load, 2.5 times the registration/in-service maximum permissible mass 
of the drawing vehicle.  
 

Section 33 (670/1997) 
 

&RXSOLQJ�RI�D�PRWRU�YHKLFOH�DQG�WUDLOHU 
 
A motor vehicle intended to be coupled to a trailer shall be fitted with a rear-view mirror on each 
side of the bodywork. When a trailer is coupled to a motor vehicle, it shall be ensured that: 
 a) the rear of motor vehicle and the trailer structures, or the rear of the first trailer and the front 
of the second trailer are not in contact with each other during normal driving operations; 
 b) the rear-view mirrors of motor vehicle are so adjusted or such auxiliary mirrors have been 



 

 

 

 
 

18 
attached that the driver has a clear field of visibility to the sides of motor vehicle and trailer(s) and 
he can observe other traffic coming from behind;  
 c) the brakes, lights and reflex reflectors of trailer(s) operate in accordance with the provisions; 
and 
 d) the pneumatic brakes of motor vehicle and trailer(s) have been adjusted to be compatible with 
each other in accordance with the provisions. 
 

Section 34 (291/1998) 
 

&RXSOLQJ�RI�D�WUDLOHU�WR�WZR��RU�WKUHH�ZKHHOHG�YHKLFOHV�RU�WR�TXDGULF\FOHV�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�WKHP 
 
1. A motorcycle, moped, a three-wheel vehicle, a quadricycle or a light quadricycle may be coupled 
to a single-axle trailer with a total mass not exceeding the mass permitted by the manufacturer. The 
connected mass may, however, not be more than one half of the unladen mass of the drawing 
vehicle. The maximum permissible width of the trailer is 1.50 metres. (1243/2002) 
 2. A cycle may be coupled to a single-axle trailer with a width not exceeding 1,25 metres and a 
connected mass not exceeding 50 kilograms. 
 

Section 35 (531/1993) 
 

&RXSOLQJ�RI�WRZHG�YHKLFOHV�WR�DQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�WUDFWRU 
 
 1. An agricultural tractor may be coupled to a towed vehicle, whose connected mass is: 
 a) not more than twice the unladen mass of the agricultural tractor, if the conditions referred to 
in subsections b-c are not complied with; 
 b) not more than 2,6 times the unladen mass of the agricultural tractor, if a vertical force of not 
less than 15 per cent of the connected mass of the towed vehicle is transmitted to the coupling hook 
or if the agricultural tractor is equipped with a braking system by the use of which alone a 
deceleration of 3,5 m/s² is achieved as equipped with the greatest additional weights referred to in 
subsection 3; or 
 c) not more than 3 times the unladen mass of an agricultural tractor, if the trailer is equipped 
with brakes controlled by the brake pedal of the agricultural tractor. 
 2. The connected mass of a towed vehicle coupled to a tractor other than a traffic tractor must 
not exceed 10 tonnes within the limits provided for in subsection 1. This limitation shall not 
anyhow apply to the transports referred to in Section 17 a of the Motor Vehicle Tax Act. 
 3. When defining the connected mass of a towed vehicle coupled to an agricultural tractor, the 
unladen mass of an agricultural tractor may include the additional weights and structures which are 
fitted in accordance with the recommendations of the manufacturer, however not more than one 
third of the registered unladen mass of the agricultural tractor. 
 4. A trailer coupled to an agricultural tractor may be coupled to a trailer with smaller connected 
mass or a corresponding towed vehicle used for agriculture. The combined connected mass of 
trailers or the trailer and the towed device may not exceed the mass referred to in subsection 1 and 
defined by the construction of the foremost trailer.  
 5. An agricultural tractor which is intended to be steered by a walking person may be coupled to 
a trailer provided that the agricultural tractor or its trailer is fitted with brakes, which are intended 
for the use of the driver. The provisions on the total mass of a trailer of an agricultural tractor shall 
apply to the loading of a trailer. 
 6. A load-carrying tractor, which is equipped with centre pivot steering, must not be coupled to a 
towed vehicle. 

 
Section 36 (531/1993) 

 
&RXSOLQJ�RI�D�WRZHG�YHKLFOH�WR�D�SRZHU�GULYHQ�ZRUN�PDFKLQH�DQG�DQ�RII��

URDG�YHKLFOH 
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 1. A power-driven work machine may only be coupled to a towed vehicle, caravan or similar 
towable device intended for the carriage of the fuels and lubricants and equipment related to the 
work. The connected mass of a towed vehicle must not be greater than the unladen mass of the 
power-driven work machine.  
 2. When a power-driven work machine, which is operated as a terminal tractor, is used in a 
harbour or a terminal area for transferring laden and unladen trailers or containers, it may be 
coupled to a towed device the connected mass of which is not more than 1,5 times the total mass of 
the terminal tractor. The total mass of a terminal tractor is calculated by adding to the unladen mass 
of the terminal tractor the proportion of the mass of the trailer which is transmitted from the trailer 
to the terminal tractor. 
 3. An off road vehicle may be coupled to a trailer whose connected mass is not more than 1,5 
times the unladen mass of the off road vehicle. 
 

Chapter 6 
 

/RDGLQJ�RI�YHKLFOHV 
 

Section 37 (775/1995) 
 

*HQHUDO�SURYLVLRQV�RQ�ORDGLQJ�RI�YHKLFOHV 
 
 1. The goods and persons shall be so located in a vehicle that they do not obstruct the driver’s 
field of vision or disturb the driving and so that a lamp, a reflex reflector or a plate prescribed for 
the vehicle is not masked. 
 2. Goods compartment of a motor-powered vehicle and goods compartment of a towed vehicle 
coupled to a motor-powered vehicle may not be used for other types of carriage of persons than 
those provided for in this Chapter. 
 
 Section 38 
 
� &DUULDJH�RI�SHUVRQV�E\�DQ�DXWRPRELOH 
 
 1. In addition to the driver an automobile may be used for the carriage of not more than the 
number of passengers that has been entered in the register. 
 2. In the case of a passenger car (category M1) and a bus used for scheduled traffic (category M2 
and M3) the number of passengers that has been entered in the register with the driver included 
may temporarily be exceeded by 30 per cent. However, in the case of a passenger car and bus the 
seat beside the driver’s seat may have not more than the number of persons that has been entered in 
the register. 
 3. When the number of passengers is calculated, one child at the age of 12 years or less shall not 
be taken into account, but two such children shall be considered as one passenger. The total 
number of children and other persons with the driver included must not even temporarily be 
exceeded by more than 50 per cent of the permissible number of persons that has been entered in 
the register. 
 4. The Ministry can prescribe how and under which conditions the carriage of schoolchildren 
and children in day nursery can be exempted from the provisions of subsections 1-3. 
 
 Section 39 (791/2005) 
 
� &DUULDJH�RI�SHUVRQV�E\�WZR�ZKHHO�
� DQG�WKUHH�ZKHHO�YHKLFOHV�DQG�TXDGULF\FOHV�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�WKHP 
 
 1. A motorcycle, which is not equipped with a side car (category L3e), may be used for the 
carriage of not more than one passenger on the condition that a suitable seat and foot support are 
provided for the passenger. A motorcycle equipped with a side car (category L4e) may be used for 
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the carriage of not more than two passengers. 
 2. A two-wheel moped (category L1e) may be used for the carriage of one passenger using a 
passenger’s seat, if the vehicle is entered in the registration certificate as one intended for the 
carriage of passengers. It may also be used for the carriage of a child of not more than ten years of 
age, on the condition that the moped is equipped with an appropriate seat and leg protection for the 
child. 
 3. A three-wheel moped (category L2e), a three-wheel vehicle (category L5e), a light quadricycle 
(category L6e) and a quadricycle (category L7e) may not be used for the carriage of more than the 
number of passengers entered in the register. 
 4. In a three-wheel moped (category L2e) meant for passenger carriage and in a three-wheel 
vehicle (category L5e) the aggregate mass of the driver, passengers and goods may not exceed 300 
kg and in the case of a quadricycle (category L6e) or a light quadricycle (category L7e) 200 kg. 
 
 Section 40 (791/2005) 
 
� &DUULDJH�RI�SDVVHQJHUV�E\�DQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�WUDFWRU�DQG�D�SRZHU�GULYHQ�ZRUN�PDFKLQH 
 
 1. An agricultural tractor or a power-driven work machine may be used for the carriage of not 
more than two persons in addition to the driver, if safe and fixed seats, which comply with the 
provisions of Council Directive 76/763/EEC, are provided for them. These persons must not 
obstruct the driver's field of vision or otherwise disturb the steering of the vehicle. 
 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 1 an agricultural tractor or a power-driven work 
machine equipped with a closed cabin may be used for the carriage of a child, if the vehicle is 
equipped with a child safety seat or other safety equipment adapted to the child's height and weight. 
The seat must be reliably attached to the vehicle, and the agricultural tractor or the safety 
equipment shall have at least a three-point safety belt. There shall be at least 800 mm of free space 
above the child’s seat measured from the surface of the seating part of an unladen seat. 
 
 Section 41 
 
� &DUULDJH�RI�SHUVRQV�E\�DQ�RII�URDG�YHKLFOH 
 
 1. The provisions of Section 37 on the carriage of persons by a motorcycle shall apply, where 
appropriate, to the carriage of persons by a snowmobile. 
 2. In the case of the carriage of persons by an off road vehicle other than a snowmobile the 
provisions on the carriage of persons by an automobile constructed for the equivalent purpose shall 
be applicable. 
 
 Section 42 
 
� &DUULDJH�RI�SHUVRQV�E\�D�F\FOH 
 
 1. A cycle must not be used for the carriage of more persons than it is constructed for. 
 2. A two-wheeled cycle may be used by a person at the age of 15 years or more for the carriage 
of one child at the age of eight years or less and by a person at the age of 18 years or more for the 
carriage of two children at the age of six years or less. The carriage of a child by a cycle is 
permissible only if a suitable seat and appropriate protection for the legs of the child are provided. 
When two children are carried by a cycle, it shall be fitted with two separate braking devices. 
 
 Section 43 (1243/2002) 
 
� &DUULDJH�RI�SHUVRQV�LQ�WKH�JRRGV�FRPSDUWPHQW�RI�D�ORUU\�
� RU�D�OLJKW�FRPPHUFLDO�YHKLFOH 
 
 1. The goods compartment and a platform of a lorry and a light commercial vehicle (category N) 
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may be used for the carriage of passengers, if the compartment or the platform is equipped with 
seats or benches. 
 2. A lorry (categories N2 and N3), whose loading platform does not have seats or benches, may 
be used for the carriage of persons during the traditional celebration on the last day of school or 
other similar events provided that the driver has at least two years of experience as an employed 
lorry driver or as a licensed transport operator. 
 3. The goods compartment of a lorry and a light commercial vehicle (categories N), which is not 
fitted with seats or benches, may be used for the carriage of helping persons necessary for loading 
and unloading to the destination and back. 
 4. Without prejudice to Section 57 of the Road Traffic Act, a lorry and a light commercial 
vehicle shall not be used for other passenger carriages than those referred to in this Section. 
However, the driver of such a vehicle has in pitiable cases the right to offer persons by the side of 
the road a ride provided that the carriage can be made safely. 
 
 Section 44 (356/1996) 
 
� &DUULDJH�RI�SHUVRQV�LQ�WKH�JRRGV�FRPSDUWPHQW�RI�D�WUDLOHU 
 
 1. A semi-trailer may be used for the carriage of persons in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 43 (2), where applicable. 
 1 a. A trailer of an automobile or a tractor may be used for carriage of persons viewing sights or 
public events on a route approved by the police with the precondition, that the trailer has been 
equipped with construction and equipment suitable for passenger transport. Highest permissible 
driving speed of the transport is 25 km/h. When transporting persons with a semitrailer or two or 
more trailers coupled to each other, the driver of the towing vehicle shall have a driver’s licence 
authorizing driving of a vehicle combination of category DE.  
 2. An agricultural trailer may be used for the carriage of own workers who are necessary for 
loading and unloading the trailer to and from the destination provided that the carriage can be made 
safely. 
 3. The trailer of a snowmobile may be used for the carriage of persons on snowmobile routes. 
However, the trailer must not be used for the carriage of persons when a snowmobile is driven on a 
road other than a snowmobile route or when crossing a road. 
 3 a. A person at least 15 years of age may carry  a child not older than 10 years by cycle trailer 
and a person at least 18 years of age two children not older than 6 years. The carriage of a child in 
a cycle trailer is, however, allowed only if the trailer is equipped with a appropriate seat, structure 
and safety equipment to restrain the child to touch the movable parts of the trailer or the road. The 
cycle shall be equipped with two separate brakes.  
 4. A trailer must not be used for the carriage of persons other than those referred to in this 
Section.  
 
 Section 45 (1243/2002) 
 
� &DUULDJH�RI�JRRGV 
 
  1. A vehicle must not be loaded in such a way that the load projects in the lateral direction 
beyond the bodywork or loading space of the vehicle. The loading space, or in the case when the 
vehicle does not have a loading space, the load must not project beyond the vehicle width 
measured at the front axle by not more than 0,35 metres. The restrictions of this subsection shall 
not, however, apply to the carriage of a boat. 
 2. The load may not project, within the limits of the maximum permissible length of a vehicle or 
vehicle combination on the road, more than one metre at the front and more than two metres at the 
rear beyond the outermost part of the vehicle. 
 3. In the case of a passenger car (category M1) the mass of the goods on the roof may within the 
limits of the maximum permissible total mass of the automobile be not more than 10 per cent of the 
unladen mass of the automobile. 
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 4. A two-wheel cycle may be used for the carriage of goods weighing not more than 50 kg. A 
cycle having at least three wheels may be used for the carriage of goods weighing not more than 
100 kg. A three-wheel moped (category L2e) meant for the carriage of goods may be used for the 
carriage of goods weighing not more than 300 kg and a light quadricycle (category L6e) for the 
carriage of goods weighing not more than 200 kg. A three-wheel vehicle (category L5e) may be 
used for the carriage of goods weighing not more than 1,500 kg and a quadricycle (category L7e) 
for the carriage of goods weighing not more than 1000 kg.  
 5. A power-driven work machine, with the exception of transports by a trailer referred to in 
section 36 (1), shall not be used for the transports other than those performed in the workplace 
itself and those relating to the actual purpose of the vehicle. 
 
 Section 46 (670/1997) 
 
� 3ODFLQJ�RI�D�ORDG 
 
 1. The load shall be as low as possible, uniform entity. The centre of gravity of the load shall be 
situated as low as possible and as close to the longitudinal median plane of the vehicle as possible. 
 2. The load shall, if possible, be supported against the front face of the goods compartment. The 
sharp parts in the load shall be pointed rearwards. 
 3. A centre-axle trailer, which is coupled to a towing vehicle having a registration/in-service 
maximum permissible mass of more than 3,5 tonnes, shall be laden so that not more than the lower 
of the following values rests vertically on the towing vehicle or trailer: either 10 % of the coupling 
mass of trailer or 1000 kg. A centre-axle trailer, which is coupled to a towing vehicle having a 
registration/in-service maximum permissible mass of not more than 3,5 tonnes, shall be laden so 
that not more than the higher of the following values rests vertically on the towing vehicle: either 4 
% of the coupling mass of the trailer or 25 kg. 
 4. A vertical load on a towing vehicle or towing trailer may not, however, exceed the value 
permitted for motor vehicle, trailer or towing device, whichever is lower. 
 
 Section 47 
 
� 6HFXULQJ�WKH�ORDG 
 
 1. The load must not move in the loading space in such a way that it might have a negative effect 
on the use of vehicle from the viewpoint of traffic safety. The load must not move essentially in 
relation to the loading space when a forward force corresponding to the acceleration of 10 m/s² and 
a sideward or rearward force corresponding to the acceleration of 5 m/s² is applied to the load. 
 2. The load shall be supported, bound, locked or covered in order to secure the load. When 
defining the securing strength of the load, the retention capacity provided by friction may be taken 
into account. 
 3. The load shall be protected by a tarpaulin if there is a danger that the load raises dust or is 
blown off on to the road due to the driving draught. 
 
 Section 48 
 
� %LQGLQJ�RI�WKH�ORDG 
 
 1. The binding device which prevents the load from shifting forwards shall be as horizontal as 
possible and it must not, without a special reason, form an angle of more than 60° in relation to the 
horizontal plane. The binding device must not be placed against a sharp edge of the vehicle or the 
load. 
 2. The binding devices shall be sufficiently taut and the tautness shall be checked if necessary 
during the transport. If a single binding or attachment point comes loose, is damaged or slackens, it 
must not impair other bindings of the load. The tightening equipment of the binding device shall be 
placed in such a way that it does not increase the vehicle width. 
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 3. When timber or other similar long items are carried, they shall be anchored direct to the 
chassis or loading space of the vehicle by means of at least one binding. When the nominal length 
of carried goods exceeds three meters, at least two bindings shall be used. When the carried goods 
or bundle of items is supported against side pillars, they shall rest against at least two side pillars on 
the same side. 
 4. A container which cannot be locked by means of twistlocks shall be bound with at least four 
bindings to the upper corner castings and, if necessary, they shall be supported against the loading 
space. 
 5. The sum of the nominal strengths of the bindings hindering the forward movement of the load 
added together from both sides of the loading space has to be not less than the mass of the load and 
towards the sides and backward not less than one half of the mass of the load, provided that the 
friction between the load and the loading space or type of the load does not allow for less binding 
strength. 
 
 Section 49 
 
� 0DUNLQJ�RI�WKH�ORDG 
 
 1. When the load projects beyond the extreme dimension of the vehicle at the front or one meter 
beyond the extreme dimension of the vehicle at the rear, the outermost point shall be marked 
clearly. A red or red and yellow flag of not less than 300 * 300 millimetres shall be used for this 
purpose. 
 2. During the dark or dim hours or when the weather conditions or equivalent reasons so require 
a forward-facing lamp emitting white light and a white reflex reflector at the front and a rearward-
facing lamp emitting red light and a red reflex reflector at the rear shall be used for the marking of 
the protrusion of load. 
 
 Chapter 7 
 
� 8VH�RI�FHUWDLQ�ODPSV 
 
 Section 50 
 
� 7D[L�ODPS 
 
 1. When a passenger car (category M1) used for a passenger charter transport requiring permit is 
used for the carriage of school children the identification lamp may be covered by a blister, which 
indicates the school children transportation. 
 2. The identification lamp shall be removed or covered when the automobile is not used for the 
traffic referred to in subsection 1. 
 3. The identification lamp may be removed when the automobile is used for the purposes of a 
certain client in accordance with the agreement made with him. In this case the agreement or a 
copy thereof shall be kept in the automobile during the driving. When the identification lamp is 
removed, the car shall not in accordance with the provisions of the Road Traffic Decree be 
considered as a taxi. When the identification lamp is removed, the car may not be used for the 
carriage other customers than those of the client’s customers. 
 
 Section 51 (531/1993) 
 
� 8VH�RI�VRPH�RWKHU�ODPSV 
 
 1. The warning lamp of an emergency vehicle may be switched on only when the vehicle is in 
urgent duty or when it is otherwise necessary to warn other traffic. 
 2. The warning lamp of a breakdown vehicle shall be switched on even in daylight, when the 
breakdown vehicle is used for lifting a vehicle on the road or drawing it across the road in such a 
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way that it can constitute a danger to other traffic. When a breakdown vehicle is driven to the site 
of an accident and when a vehicle is towed away from there, the warning lamp must not be 
switched on unless it is necessary in the event of a special reason to warn other traffic. 
 3. When a vehicle other than a breakdown vehicle, a vehicle performing a special transport or its 
warning vehicle is fitted with an amber warning lamp emitting revolving or blinking light, it may 
be switched on only when the vehicle is driven or parked in a different way from that provided for 
in the traffic rules or when the vehicle width or length can constitute a danger to other traffic. 
 4. The working and auxiliary lamps fitted to an automobile of category N must not be switched 
on during driving on the road. This prohibition is not applicable while working on the road. 
 5. In case of a lorry used for towing a trailer the identification lamp approved for the trailer may 
be used only when the trailer is coupled to the lorry. 
 6. The lamps referred to in this Section must not be used, if a necessity referred to in this Section 
does not exist. 
 

Section 51a (791/2005) 
 

6ORZ�YHKLFOH�VLJQ�
 
 1. When a three-wheel moped (category L2e), or a light quadricycle (category L6e) with a width 
of more than 1.00 metres, or an agricultural tractor or a power-driven work machine with a mass of 
more than 0.5 tonnes, is driven on the road, it shall have a slow vehicle sign. 
 2. A slow vehicle sign is not required of a vehicle that is coupled to a trailer with a slow vehicle 
sign or of a vehicle that is registered abroad. 
 3. Provisions on the slow vehicle sign and its fitting are issued in and by virtue of the Vehicles 
Act. 
 
 Chapter 8 
 
� 0LVFHOODQHRXV�SURYLVLRQV 
 
 Section 52 (1062/2000) 
 
� $SSURYDO�RI�D�YHKLFOH�DQG�YHKLFOH�FRPELQDWLRQ�
� WR�EH�HQWHUHG�LQWR�XVH�E\�ZD\�RI�GHURJDWLRQ�
� IURP�WKH�SURYLVLRQV�RI�WKLV�'HFUHH 
 
 1. The Vehicle Administration may in the event of a special reason grant a vehicle combination 
a permit to be entered into service, even if it does not comply with the provision on 
manoeuvrability referred to in Section 26 (2), provided that the towing vehicle of the combination 
has at least four axles and the derogation is only necessary to a minor extent 
 2. The Vehicle Administration may in the event of a special reason grant an agricultural tractor, 
power-driven work machine and off-road vehicle a permit to be entered into service, even if it does 
not comply with the provisions of Section 20 on the masses on  axle or bogie, Section 21 on the 
total mass, Section 24 (1) on the length, Section 25 (1) on the height and Section 25 (2) on the 
width and those of Section 29 (1) on the width of an agricultural tractor and power-driven work 
machine. 
 3. If traffic safety is not jeopardized and competition is not distorted, Vehicle Administration 
may, on special grounds, grant a permission to take into use a single vehicle or a vehicle 
combination used for the carriage of vehicles, which derogates from provisions on maximum 
length referred to in section 24(3) or on maximum height referred to in section 25(1). The 
permission may be granted on the following terms: 
a) in the case of a centre axle trailer combination the permission may be granted for a length not 
exceeding 20.75 meters, in which case the unloaded vehicle combination shall comply with the 
provisions on maximum length; 
b) the permission may be granted for a height not exceeding 4.4 meters, in which case the unloaded 
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vehicle or vehicle combination shall comply with the provisions on maximum height; 
c) the permission may be granted for a maximum period of two years at a time. 
 4. The Vehicle Administration may grant an exception from the provisions of the Chapter 4 a to 
a vehicle registered or taken into use in a non-EEA country. The Vehicle Administration may set 
conditions, under which a special permit is issued. The Ministry issues more specific provisions on 
the validity of the special permit and on other conditions if necessary as well as on the 
preconditions for granting a special permit. 
 5. If traffic safety is not jeopardized and competition is not distorted, the Ministry may, on 
special grounds, grant a derogation from the provisions of Sections 20—26 in so far as the granting 
of derogation does not pursuant to subsections 1—4 fall within the sphere of activities of the 
Vehicle Administration. 
 
 Section 53 (1062/2000) 
 
� 2WKHU�GHURJDWLRQV 
 
 1. The Vehicle Administration may, on special grounds, grant a derogation from the provision of 
Section 16 (2), Section 17 (1) and Section 18 (2) on the permissible or required period of use of 
winter tyres and studded tyres. 
 2. The Ministry may grant a derogation from the provision of Section 17 (5) on the protrusion of 
studs to a vehicle participating in rally contests. 
 3. The Vehicle Administration may grant a derogation from the provision of Section 37 (2) for 
the purposes of film making or research work. 
 
 Section 54 
 
� $SSHDO 
 
 1. The law on the Appeal in Administrative Matters (154/50) shall apply to the decision on 
appeal adopted by an administrative authority pursuant to this Decree. 
 2. The decision or provision adopted pursuant to this Decree shall be observed even if it has not 
become legally valid, if the appeal authority does not prescribe otherwise. 
 
 Section 55 
 
� 3XQLVKPHQWV 
 
 A person who violates this Decree shall be punished as provided for in the Road Traffic Act. 
 
 Chapter 9 
 
� ,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ�SURYLVLRQV 
 
 Section 56 
 
� ,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ 
 
 This Decree shall enter into force on 1 January 1993. 
 
 Section 57 (1453/1992) 
 
� 7UDQVLWLRQDO�SURYLVLRQV 
 
 1. The provisions referred to in Section 5 of the Decree on prohibition of idling shall apply to 
emergency vehicles and motor vehicles in traffic which requires permit on 1 October 1995 and 
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onwards. 
 2. The provisions referred to in Section 21(1)(e) on limitation of the total mass of a four axle 
automobile and subsection 2 on limitation of the mass dependable on the axle distance of a four 
axle automobile, shall apply to an automobile which has the initial entry into service on 1 January 
1994 or later. An automobile which enters into service prior to the date mentioned above shall meet 
the requirements concerning the total mass of a power-driven vehicle dependable on the distance of 
the extreme axles, which were in force when this decree entered into force. 
 3. A vehicle which has been approved to be put into service prior to the implementation of this 
Decree, or if a separate approval is not required, a vehicle which has already been used in the 
traffic, may still be used in the traffic subject to the provisions and regulations in force prior to the 
implementation of this Decree or to the provisions of this Decree. 
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7KLV�'HFUHH�HQWHUV�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ����'HFHPEHU�������
7KH�'HFUHH�VKDOO�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�GHURJDWLRQ�DSSOLFDWLRQV�VXEPLWWHG�DIWHU�WKH�'HFUHH¶V�HQWU\�LQWR�
IRUFH��
�
The implementing provisions of Decree 14 December 2002/230 read as follows: 
7KLV�'HFUHH�HQWHUV�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ���$SULO�������
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7KH�SURYLVLRQ�RQ�WKH�ZLGWK�RI�D�YHKLFOH��H[FOXGLQJ�WKHUPDOO\�LQVXODWHG�YHKLFOHV��XVHG�LQ�D�
FRPELQDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�������PHWUHV�ORQJ�DV�UHIHUUHG�WR�LQ�VHFWLRQ�������VKDOO�HQWHU�LQWR�
IRUFH�RQ���-DQXDU\�������+RZHYHU��WKH�SURYLVLRQ�VKDOO�DSSO\�WR�YHKLFOHV�ZLWK�D�QHZ�ERG\�ZRUN�DV�
RI���2FWREHU������������������
$�EXV�RU�D�FRDFK�LQ�XVH�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�HQWU\�LQWR�IRUFH�RI�WKLV�$FW��ZKLFK��GRHV�QRW�FRPSO\�ZLWK�
WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKLV�$FW��PD\�EH�XVHG�XQWLO�WKH�HQG�RI�������
�
The implementing provisions of Decree 19 December 2002/1243 read as follows: 
7KLV�'HFUHH�HQWHUV�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ���-DQXDU\�������
7KH�KLJKHU�VSHHG�OLPLWDWLRQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�LQ�6HFWLRQ������F��VKDOO�DSSO\�WR�D�YHKLFOH�WKDW�LQ�W\SH�
LQVSHFWLRQ�RU�URDGZRUWKLQHVV�WHVW�KDV�EHHQ�FHUWLILHG�WR�PHHW�WKH�VDIHW\�UHTXLUHPHQWV�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�
WKH�VDLG�VXEVHFWLRQ��
7KH�SURYLVLRQ�LQ�VHFWLRQ���VKDOO�DSSO\�WR�D�WUDFWRU��SRZHU�GULYHQ�ZRUN�PDFKLQH�DQG�RII�URDG�
YHKLFOH�DV�RI���-XQH�������8QWLO�WKDW�GDWH�SURYLVLRQV�LQ�IRUFH�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�HQWU\�LQWR�IRUFH�RI�
WKLV�$FW�VKDOO�DSSO\��
�
The implementing provisions of Decree 12 June 2003/544 read as follows: 
7KLV�'HFUHH�HQWHUV�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ���-XO\�������
 
The implementing provisions of Decree 25 September 2003/821 read as follows: 
7KLV�'HFUHH�HQWHUV�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ����6HSWHPEHU�������
�
The implementing provisions of Decree 29 April 2004/326 read as follows: 
7KLV�'HFUHH�HQWHUV�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ���-XQH�������
%HIRUH�WKH�HQWU\�LQWR�IRUFH�RI�WKLV�'HFUHH�DFWXDO�WUDLOHUV�FRXSOHG�WR�WKH�UHDU�RI�D�VHPL�WUDLOHU�PD\�
EH�XVHG�LQ�VXFK�FRXSOLQJV�XQWLO����'HFHPEHU�������
�
The implementing provisions of Decree 29 April 2004/327 read as follows: 
7KLV�'HFUHH�HQWHUV�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ���2FWREHU�������
�
The implementing provisions of Decree 16 June 2004/533 read as follows: 
7KLV�'HFUHH�HQWHUV�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ���-XO\�������
�
The implementing provisions of Decree 16 June 2005/416 read as follows: 
7KLV�'HFUHH�HQWHUV�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ����-XQH�������
0HDVXUHV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�'HFUHH�PD\�EH�WDNHQ�EHIRUH�WKH�'HFUHH¶V�HQWU\�
LQWR�IRUFH���
 
The implementing provisions of Decree 29 September 2005/791 read as follows: 
7KLV�'HFUHH�HQWHUV�LQWR�IRUFH�RQ����2FWREHU�������
1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�WKH�SURYLVLRQV�RI�VHFWLRQ����D����YHKLFOHV�RI�FDWHJRU\�/�UHIHUUHG�WR�LQ�WKH�'HFUHH�
PD\�EH�GULYHQ�RQ�WKH�URDG�XQWLO����6HSWHPEHU�������
 


